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| ER R A Tl | 
P. 7, Note 3, read, tabeſcimus." p. 34, 1. 4, f. minifiring. p- 46, 1. 2, 


8 p. 53. I, 29, Is took, Þ» 63, 1. 21, r. flicklers. Pe 51, J. 5. 
* 1 | 


* 


TRE AT IS E 
| | OT. | ok 
FORMS of PRAYER 


Of Human Compoſition, Sc. 


ANY contend earneſtly, and ſome, I fear, un- 
M charitably too, for two things, which, how- 
A. ever, have no evident Connexion with each 
other, a frequent Uſe of the Lord's Prayer, as an in 
variable ſett Form,“ and the ſtated performing of 
publick miniſterial Prayer, by preſcribed ſett Forms 
of human Compoſition.* The former being already 
handled in a late Treatiſe*, the Reaſonings and 
Facts of which I could willingly vindicate, if a 
Scholar - like or Chriſtian - like Oppoſition ſhould 
make it needful; I now diſcourſe chiefly on the 
latters, all along contenting myſelf with flight ſuper - 
ficiat Touches, of what has been largely inſiſted on 
by ſeveral others b, and taking Occaſion to diſcover 
| | ſome 


2A Treatiſe on the Lord's Prayer, publiſhed by J. Ofwald, 
1739. | i T 

d Particularly the learned and pious Mr C/ar4/on, in his Diſ- 
'* courſe on Liturgies; Dr Collins, in his Reply to Dr Fallner's 
Vindication of 'Liturgies ; Mr Giles Firmin, in his Anſwer to 
Dr Falkner, the Fritndly Debate, fee. An anonymous 9 his 
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ſome remarkable Facts generally overlooked, which 
"an impartial reading of the Ancients has directed me 
to. Preſcribed, ſett, Forms of publick Prayer are 
zealouſly pleaded for, by many, as very Ancient; and 
not only /awful.to be complied with, when materially 
agretcable to the Scripture, but on ſome accounts 
neceflary. There is, however, a. conſiderable Di- 
verſity of Opinions among the Pleaders for this kind 
of Forms, both as to the Antiquity, and the Ne- 
ceſſity of them. Some conceit them to be much 
ancienter; and aſcribe to them a greater Degree of 
Importance, Uſefulneſs, and Neceſſity, than other 
Apologiſts for them chuſe to inſiſt on. What the 
Antiquity of performing 'publick Prayer, by pre- 
fcribed, ſett, Forms of human Compoſition is; 
when, and in what fort of times, this Practice began 
to be introduced; and by what Means it came at 
length generally to prevail; theſe-Queſtions I deſire 
leave freely, but humbly and charitably, to diſcuſs ; 
after ſome ſhort introductory Account; firſt of the 
general Nature of Prayer as ſtated in the Scripture, 
and then of the various Swuperſtitions relating to the 
external Manner, and Circumſtances, of this Duty, 
that undeniably obtained within the four firſt Cen- 
turies. n 
PRAYER, in the language of Scripture, is a 
lifting up of the Soul to God, Pſal. xxv. 1.——]Ixxxvt. 4. 
A pouring out of the Heart before God, Pſal. Ixii. 8. 
A lifting up our Hands, with our Hearts, to the Hea- 
vens, Lam. iii. 41. with which agrees that of the 
Apoſtle, 1 Tim, ii. 8. a lifring up holy Hands, and 
that 2 Tim. 11. 22. a calling on the Lord out of a pure 
Heart. Now, what may we fairly infer from theſe, 
and ſuch like, ſcriptural Deſcriptions of right Prayer? 
(I.) That the great FEa07.44, the molt high God 


1 © Anſwer to Dr Scot's Cafes. againſt Diſſenters, concerning Forme 
* of Prayer And Mr B. Robjn/on in bis Replies to Dr Bennet, - 


* 
| f | alone, 


* * 9 
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, Human Compoſition, &c. 
alone, is the proper Object of all our religious Ad- 
dreſſes ; which manifeſt ſcripture Rule ſeems to be 
tranſgreſſed, not only by Popiſh Idolaters, but by 
many of our Anti- Trinitarians, who ſcruple not to 
honour the Son and Spi IH of God, the former at 
leaſt; by Prayers, Doxologies, and ſuch like Inſtances 
of religious Homage, while they conſider them as 
nothing greater or better than dignified Creatures. 
(2.) That Prayer is a principal Act of Religion, a 
Duty of the moſt conſtant Obligation, and has been 
ſo from the earlieſt times, how diſparagingly ſoeve 
ſome ſpeak of it; and whatever has been ſuggeſted*, 
as to it's not being a Duty of indiſpenſible Neceſſity 
in Old Teſtament Times. (3.) That bare ſpeaking 
to God d, or reading a precompoſed Form, (let the 
Matter of it be ever ſo ſuitable, and the Compoſilion 
ever ſo exact) is not praying ; and the omniſcient 
Heart ſearching Gop mercifully regards the genuine 
workings of a ſincere Heart in Prayer, much more 
than the exacteſt Method, or the apteſt Expreſſions 
that can be uſed*. (4) That the great Gop is fo 
merciful, and condeſcending, as to allow as, - his 
unworthy Creatures, to aſk of him, and continue aſk- 
ing with humble Importunity, every needful bleſſing; 
and to expreſs the whole Senſe of our Hearts to him 
on every Occaſion. (g.) That none can thoroughly 


© By Fpiſcopins, and ſome Socinian Writers. Ns 

d DEUS non vocis, ſed cordis auditor eſt — loquebatur Auna, 
(1 Sam. i.) Prece occulta, ſed manifeſta fide: loquebatur non voce, 
ſed corde, guia ſic Deum ſciebat audire : et impetravit efficaciter 
quod petiit, quia fideliter poſtulavit. Cypr. De Orat. Dominica. 
Quando ſtamus ad Orationem, — vigilare, & incumbere ad preces 
toto corde debemus. Bid. To this Purpoſe the pious Antients 
ſpeak often.. | 4 
- © Ou yAwT]ns Cue: z2AA05 0 O, nds enyalor oviJnxyr, 
aana RN wer. Cbryſoſt. in Mr Clark/on's Diſcourſe of Li- 
turgies, p. 50. Margin. where other remarkable Paſſages of the 
fame Kind are quoted from Baſil, and idore, among the Chriſtian 
Fathers, and Pliny's Panegyrick on Trajau. „ 

a / > perform 
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Perform praying Work, or embrace the Liberty in- 

ulged to them, while they confine themſelves to 
Precompoſed Forms of any Kind. None, who keep 
up a good Acquaintance with themſelves, can pour 
Out the whole of their Hearts before God; or declare 
the various Breathings of their Souls to him, or ex- 
preſs all that they are allowed, and may have Occa- 
fion, to ſpeak to their heavenly Father, but in the 
Practice of free Prayer f. Granting that many human 
Forms are materially good, perfectly agreeable to the 
Scripture, and, fo far as they reach, expreſs the 
Sentiments, . Deſires, and Affections, of ſincere pray- 
ing Chriſtians ; notwithſtanding all this, if we would 
ſpeak to God our whole Hearts, as he allows, en- 
courages, and requires us to do, we muſt not, we 
cannot, confine ourſclves to any kind of precompoſed 
Forms. If, likewiſe, Miniſters of the Goſpel would 
pray with, and for, their people, in a Manner thorough- 
y ſuited, or as thoroughly ſuited as may be, to the va- 
rious, the frequently changing, the almoſt continually 
altering, Caſes and Neceſſities of thoſe whom they are 
concerned with, and pught to be fervently concerned 
for, they muſt not ſuffer themſelves to be, at all Times, 
crampt and fettered with Forms. Thus far, I ſuppoſe 
all good underſtanding Chriſtians are agreed. W hat- 
ever ſome ſuch may conceive as to the Lawfulneſs, 


f By this is meant, Prayer not limited or confined to precom- 
poſed Forms; and I uſe this Phraſe rather than that of extempore 
Prayer, which properly excludes all Premed{tation ; whereas the 
moſt zealous Oppoſers af preſcribed ſet Forms, may reckon it ad- 
viſeable, and neceſſary, in ſome Caſes, to conſider beforehand 
the Matter and Form of their religious Addreſſes; tho* ſuch 
cloudy, confuſed „ Fete as the late Dr T. Bennet, &c. 
could diſcern, or would acknowledge, no Medium between praß- 
Ing altogether extempore, and praying by a preſcribed ſet Form; 
for which, with his numerous Impertinencies, Blunders, and ig- 
orant ſpightful Reflections on free Prayer, he was ſmartly, but 
Fat, animadverted upon by the learned and pious Mr B. Robinſon, 
in his Review of the Caſo of Liturgie, &c. and the Defence of ib, 


Expediency, 


f Human Compoſition, &c. 5 
Expediency, or Neceſſity, of preſcribed Forms, in ſome 
Caſes, they muſt be ſenſible of this, ] Ejaculatory 
Prayers will be free and unconfin'd, (tho? ſome are 
ſo impertinently officious, as to provide Forms even 
for /beſe) that the ſecret Addreſſes of all pray ing Chri- 
ſtians ought to be ſo, at leaſt ſometimes z and that no 
ſerious, ſincere, ſelf-examining Chriſtian can expreſs 
his whole Heart to GOD without what we call Free 
Prayer; which, therefore, every ſpiritually wiſe 
Profeſſor, and eſpecially every faithful Goſpel Mi- 
niſter, will habituate himſelf to, and cultivate. a 
good Acquaintance -with, as the moſt perfect, ex- 
cellent, and uſeful Kind of Prayer. 

What the Sentimenis of right Prayer are; alk R 
the Defires that we ſhould ſpeak to God; with 
what Afections of Soul this ſacred Exerciſe ought to 
be performed (and ordinarily is performed by every 
ſincere Chriſtian, and faithful Miniſter, of the Go- 
ſpe!) theſe Things the Scripture alone is ſufficient to 
inform us about : The Scripture, 1 ſay, the Scripture, 


the only Religion of ſincere Chriſtians, and con- 


ſiſtent Proteſtants. Away with: Fathers, Councils, 
Decrees of Popes, Creeds, Catechiſms, Canons, 
Common Prayer Books, and all human Compoſures, 
when ſet in Competition with this; which as it is 
able, by the Bleſſing of Gop, to make us wiſe to 
Salvation, and to "furniſh the Man of Gop for all 
other Chriſtian and Miniſterial Duties, ſo it is par- 
ticularly fitted, by it's great Author, to be a com- 
pleat Direttory for Prayer, as to the Matter of it, 
apt proper | Expreſſions for it, and all Circum- 
ſtances pertaining to this moſt important religious 
Exerciſe. — Let us enquire, then, whether profeſ- 
ſing Chriſtians, generally, have been careful enough 
to take their Meaſures for praying from the writ- 
ten Word of Gop ? *Tis much to be lamented that 
they have not. As not a few live in the Neglect of 
fare! 4 Colemn Prayer (a Duty cakily Fae by ſe- 

rious 
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rious Chriſtians, accuſtomed to what we call Ejacu- 
latory Requeſts) or in the ſtated Omiſſion of Family 
Prayer (which none who ſtatedly call on Gos in ſe- 
cret can be altogether unqualified for) and 'in a Non- 
Attendance on Publick Prayer; while all theſe are 


yequilite, and no one ſhould be allowed to exclude 


the others.; ſo there are various antient Superſtitions, 
in regard to the Manner and Circumſtances of pray- 
ing, which deſerve to be cenſured. Of theſe I 
would give a brief Account, by way of Introduction 


to what is principally intended, confining my ſelf to 


the four firſ} Ceniuries, and what undeniably ob- 
tained among Chriſtians within hat Period, which 
many profeſs a particular regard for, and a readi- 
neſs to be guided and governed by, together with 
ain Apoſtolical Practice, and the written Word. 
Ox of theſe antient Superſtitions was a pray ing 
< with their faces towards the Eaſt, rather than any 
other Quarter.” This, though an Heathen idola- 
trous Rite originally, and no where commanded in 
the Scripture, but plainly enough condemned therein 
(by the Holy of Holies, in the Tabernacle and Tem- 
ple, being fixed at the weſt End ©; by God's for- 
bidding his People [/rael to communicate or ſymbo- 
lize with Idolaters; and by that Viſion of the Pro- 


phet, Ezek.- viii. 16.) began among Chriſtians, as 
early as the latter Part of the IId Century. The firſt 


Chriſtian Writers that ſpeak of it are Clement of 
Alexandria and Tertullian h; after whom it is 
pleaded for, by no leſs 2 Man than Origen, as well as 
. Laftantius, the Compilers of the pretended ' Apo- 
ſtolical Conſtitutions, and many others. Before any 
of theſe, Tuſtin Martyr had ſuppoſed that Cbriſt is 


' & See Mr 4/plin's Altilla, Vol. I. p. 32. Margin. 
De Chriſtian Writers flouriſhed about the Year 200. 
Origen about 240. Lafantius about 300. Jaſtin Martyr 
about the Year 140. 5 | 


called 


\ 


of Human Compolition, &c. 7 
called the Zaſt i, Zech. vi. 12. but without inferring 
from thence the Neceſſity or Fitneſs of the Eaſtward 
Adoration ; the real Antiquity of which, as adopted 
by Chriſtians, is exactly ſtated by no one Writer I 
have met with. Some plead for it as one of the un- 
written Traditions of the Apoſtles: Others think it 
as antient as Juſt in Martyr's Time. Both theſe Ac- 
counts place it too high: The Truth is, it came in 
with Montaniſm k, or about the Cloſe of the IId 
Century; and from that Time (which, with the 
Century following, was an Age of abounding growing 
Superftition and Enthuſiaſm) it continued to be the 
general Practice of Chriſtians, till about the middle 
of the Vth Century, as we ſhall have Occaſion to ob- 
ſerve elſewhere. The numerous Reaſons that have 
been urged, by Ancients and Moderns, in Support of 
this branch of ignorant Conformity to Paganiſm | , 
theſe, with a diſtinct Confutation of each, and a Va- 
riety of Particulars: relating to the Subject in hand, 
we are preſented with in Mr Aſplin's Tracts, entitled 
Alkibla m. T only add four ſhort Remarks, of which 
two have been hinted already. Some of the Ancients 
(thoſe I mean of the IVth, and at the beginning of 


i Of this ſee The Enguiry, into the Conſtitution, Ic. of the 
Primitive Church, Part ii. p. 19, Cc. where he likewiſe ob- 
ſerves four of the Reaſons for which the Eaftward Atoration was 
ſo early practiſed by Chriſtians ; beſides which, ſeveral others are 
noted in the Tracts intituled A94:b1a. 

k Montazzs.was one of the moſt noted Entbuſiaſts of Antiquity. 
He was not an Herefiarch, or an immoral vicious Man, as is 
ſuggeſted by many, but, with an eminent Appearance of Se- 
riouſneſs, and Chriſtian Zeal, was to a great Degree fanciful and 
ſuperſtitiousz, of which Stamp were not only Tertullian, but 
Cyprian, and divers other reputed Orthodox Fathers. | 
11 here have in my Eye, that Cenſure of Leo Magnus, in a 
Sermon of his on Chriſtmas Day, Quod fieri partim Ignorantia 
L W partim Paganitatis Spirituz multum tabecimus & do- 
ol emus. — , * 

m This is an Arabick Word, the Kibla, or Kebla, which ſig- 
nifies the Place, or Part of the Heavens, towards which a Per- 
ſon chuſes to turn his Face in Religious Worſhip. gd 

| . 


of the Fathers, ſtrangely overlooked. 
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the Vth Century) finding this Mode to have been of 


a long Continuance 1n their Times, and being una- 


ble to trace out the true Antiquity and Original of 
it, they therefore conceited it to be an Apoſtolical 


Inſtitution, or a Tradition from the Apoſtles.— 
Whereas Mr Bingham ſays, the Original: of this 
« Cuſtom ſeems to be derived from the Ceremonies 


of Baptiſm; in which it was uſual to renounce the 


Devil with their Faces to the Veſt, and then to 
turn about to the Eaſt, and make their Covenant 
vith CHRIST ;“ *tis pethaps proveable on the o- 
ther Hand, that the ridiculous Ceremonies, pointed 


at, were conſequent upon, inſtead of being the O- 


riginal of, this Eaſtward Worſhipping of Chri- 
ſtians. — The oldeſt Liturgy extant, that commonly 
called the Clementine, has nothing in it of praying, 
or bowing, or turning Eaſtward. xX i The 
Montaniſtick Spirit, or the Spirit of Superſtition and 


of the IId Century, and throughout the IIId, was 


the real Original both of this praying towards the 


Eaſt, and divers other ſimple Superſtitions ; which 
undeniable Fact has been, by many fond Admirers 


A ſecond old Superſtition was praying for the Dead; 


for all departed Saints, as being indeed in a fort of 
Paradiſe, a State of Reſt and Joy, a State conſiderably 
different from the fancied Purgatory of the Papiſts, 


but waiting for a large Increaſe and Conſummation of 
their Bliſs at the ſecond Coming of Chriſt. This 
ſeems to have been as anlient, and catbolick, as the 


Former. Every one of the old Liturgies extant has 


in it a Prayer for the Dead in Chriſt. And long 


before any of thoſe Formularies were really com- 


poſed, this Practice is ſpoken of by Tertullian; 


after whom the Fathers, in general, mention it as a 


laudable Practice. Aerius was unmercifully cen- 


ſured 


Enthuſiaſm, that prevailed very much at the Cloſe 


5 7 - 
-—P 
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Human Compoſition, &c. 9 
ſured by the warm ſpirited Epiphanius a, for oppoſing 
the Divine Inſtitution of the Epiſcopacy of that Age, 
and Prayers for the Dead. Yet this Cuſtom of pray- 
ing for departed Saints, tho? zealouſly eſpouſed of 
late by ſome half Proteſtants, was a Branch of the 
particular Superſtition of Montanus. Inſtead of be- 
ing pure primitive Chriſtianity, it was down right 
Montaniſm. How much ſoever it prevailed after- 
wards, the earlieſt Writings that give any Hints of 
it, are thoſe of Tertullian the Montaniſt. Before him, 
indeed, there were ſome ſtrange odd Conceits in re- 
lation to the preſent State of good Souls departed ; 
and from thence Prayers for the Dead might take 
their riſe. Tuſtin Martyr ſuppoſed, that the Witch 
whom Saul confulted, did really raiſe up the Soul of 
Samuel; from which he inferred that human Souls 
out- live their Bodies, and that the Souls of juſt Men 
and Prophets, did formerly fall under the Power,“ 
or were ſometimes liable to the Annoyance of, ſuch 
evil Spirits as the Viich of Endor was concerned 
with. After him Jreneus ſpeaks of the Souls of 
the Diſciples of Chriſt as ſhut up in ſome inviſible 
Place, where they are held waiting for the Reſur- 
rection at the laſt Day.“ Strange Conceits theſe, we 
are apt to think, for ſuch wiſe, and pious, Fathers 
of the IId Century to entertain! But they let us fee _- 
how early the Chriſtian Doctrine began to be debaſed 
by corrupt Mixtures of Pagan Philoſophy ; what little 
Reaſon, there is for an Attachment to the earlieſt 
Fathers, as authoritative Expoſitors of the Scripture ; 
and how eaſily we might be miſled by antient Tra- 
dition, or our own fallible uncertain Reaſonings, if, 
we once deviate from the written Word as the only 
Rule of Faith and Practice. If the Paſſages above 
quoted from Juſtin and Treneus are ſuppoled to be 


. 


Fowiilhed about A. D. 390. 


ſpurious, 


» 
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ſpurious, as I am not un willing to fuſpect, tis how- 
e pet certain, that imperfe& debaſing Conceptions of 
the prefent Happineſs of departed Saints began very 
eatly, and made way for the ſuperſtitious Practice 
of praying for them; as this at length degenetated 
| into the impious, idolatrous, Practice of praying ie 
| them ; but not within the Period 1 am now con- 
cern'd with.—Some of the Antients were of Opinion, 
| that the Prayers of the Church might not only be- 
riefit good Souls departed, by augmenting their Bleſ- 
ſedneſs, and haſtening the Reſurfection of their Bo- 
dies; but mitigate, in ſome meaſure, the Torments 
of the damned, and procure occaſional Intervals of 
Eaſe for them. This Opinion, or ſome little Incli- 
gation to it, is imputed to Chryſaſtom, and Auguſtin. 
But without any Manner of ground for it; as to the 
latier at leaſt. However Prudentius, of the Vth 
Century, ſpeaks plainly that way; and ſo did ſome 
others after him; till the Popiſh Purgatory being 
kindled, by Gregory the Great, if I miftake not, 
their Prayers for the Dead, becanie confined to the 
oor Sauls tormented in that imaginary Fire, which, 
the Fathers of the four firſt Centuries, with all theit 
8 Whims and Superſtitions, did never once dream 
| df But to go on to 5 
1 A third Superſtition of thoſe Antients. Their Man- 
1 ner was to pray with Hands expanded, or ſtretched 
out, in the Form and Reſemblance of a Croſs, or of 
5 Chriſt crucified. This, too, is firſt mentioned by 
Tertullian, after whom *tis but little ſpoken of by 
Writers of the four firſt Centuries. Yet, probably, 
1 the Practice was not uncommon; it being then, as 
+ Well as afterwards, the Manfier of Chriſtians to make 
a continual ſuperſtitious Uſe of the Sign of the Crols. 
It This is witneſſed both by Tertulfian, and ſeveral 
| others, who not only plead for the Uſe of this airy 
1 Sign, without any Warrant from the Scripture, but 
| | aſcribe as wonderful an Efficacy to it, as forte une. 
| | es | - Arecl 
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a recital of the Words of the Lord's Prayer. At 
+ every going forth — when we put on our Cloaths, 
£ or our Shoes, when we waſh, or fit down at 
Table, when we light Candles — whatever Buſineſs 
s we engage in, we mark our Foreheads with the 
Sign of the Croſs o.“ And another? ſays. His 
& Croſs is our Victory. — Let us rejoycing lift up 
this Sign; let us bear on our Shoulders the Banners 
4 of Victory; let us bear the immortal Laver on our 
4 Foreheads : When the Devils ſee it, they will 
« trembles.” Much more of this kind of Stuff we 
find in Lactantius, and other following Writers. 

ow. this makes it probable, that praying with 

nds ſo poſited as to reſemble the Croſs of Chriſt, 


o Ad omnem progreſſum ad omnem aditum et exitum 
quęcunque nos converſatio exercet frontem fznaculo Crucis terimus. 
De Corona Militis, | | 

The Authar of a Sermon on the Epiphany, publiſhed amo 
the Works of Origen. But that Clauſe of the Paſſage quoted, 
in humeris noſtris victoriarum vexilla portemus, let us carry on 
© our Shoulders the Banners of Victories,“ ſeems to have been 
written, not till after a publiſhing of the Story about Conflantine's 
ſeeing in the Air a Figure of the Croſs, with this Inſcription Th 
TI ,, by this conquer.“ Ey/eb. in his Life of Conſtantine. 
And Lactantius, too, ſays, He was admoniſhed in a Dream, to 
put the celeſtial Sign of God in his Banners, and therewith 
engage in Battle.“ Commonitus eſt in quiete Conſtantinus, ut 
Cæleſte ſignum DEI, notaret in ſcutis, & De morte perſecut. c. 44. 
But, indeed, the lucid Figure which Cenſtantine ſaw was not A 
Sign of the Croſs. It was, as the learned and pious Perkins - 
obſerves, a Character of the Name of Chriſt, which we 
ſee on many old Coins of Canſtantine, and other Chriſtian W 
Emperors. The Form of it was pretty much like this. 

q Wich this I take the Liberty to join a Paſſage or two from a 
Reformed Proteſtant Divine, in compariſon of whom moſt of the 
Ancients called Fathers, were but a Parcel of Babes. Diabolus 
conſpecto ſigno Crucis, fingit ſe fugere,- eum tamen ea ſictione 
* ſeſe magis atque magis nobis inſinuet. Vis et poteſtas Crucis 
non ſita eſt in ſigno, ſed in vera ſolidaque fide crucifixi. Petri 
* Mprtyris. loc. com. Claffi. 2. Cap. 5. Non inficior quzdam 
© Miracula interdum conſignatione Crucis edita fuiſſe —— Id tan- 
tum referam, Diabolum paſci & delectari mirum in modum er- 


* xoribus humanis. {big. 


B 2 | or 


n one of the Canons of a Council at Tours in the IX th Century, 
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or Chriſt hanging on the Croſs, was not uncommon, 
within the Time we are at preſent concerned with.— 
As to the manner of praying with Eyes and Hands 
* lifred up towards Heaven;* or with their Eyes 
© cloſed and ſhut,* which likewiſe was uſual with 
them; each of theſe was decent and ſcriptural 
enough: Tis agreeable to the Nature of Prayer: 
The Scripture, which is the ſole Standard - of Order 
and Decency in Matters of religious Worſhip, gives 
countenance to each of theſe Modes. There is a 
manifeſt Alluſion to them in the ſcriptural Deſcrip- 
tions of Prayer aforementioned. Several of the = 
tients ſpeak of the former, as what was generally 
practiſed by Chriſtians in their Times. We like-- 
wiſe meet with ſome Hints of the Latter. But what 
Occaſion there could be, for putting. their Hands into 
the Form of a Croſs, I perceive not. The Word of 
Gop, which to exceed the bounds of, in religious 
matters, is proper Superſtition”, no where requires 
this manner of confeſſing Chriſt crucified z; and *tis 
now, ſo far as I know, univerſally diſcarded, as ſe- 
; veral other ſuperſtitious Fancies, how much admired 
ſoever, for the ſame Reaſon, deſerve to be, 

Another Dolage of the Antients, was their ſcrupling 
to pray kneeling on the Lord's Day; and from Eaſter 
to Whitſuntide. * On the Lord's Day, ſays Tertullian, 
_ © we reckon it impious to worſhip kneeling; and 
the ſame Privilege we rejoyce in from Eaſter to 
* Whitſuntide.* Of the ſame Mind were many othersſ. 
On other Days they &neeled, in Remembrance of their 
Fall by Sin ;- but an the Day of our Lord's Reſur- 


* See the marginal Note at p. 13. of the Treatiſe on the Lord's 
r 1 8 y 

This ſuperſtitious Fancy continued for many Ages. I find It. 
which obſerves that the old Cuſtom of not kneeling in Prayer on 
the Lord's Day, even at the Lord's Supper, or on any Week 


Day between Faſßer and V higſuntide, was yet obligatory: - * 
e rection 
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rection they counted it neceſſary to pray ſtanding, in 
token of their Recovery and riſing again by bim. 
But how much wiſer would they have appeared, if 
inſtead of fixing the Charge of Impiety on what the 
Scripture no where forbids, they had been fully per- 
ſuaded of it's being indeed impious, either to neglect 
Scripture Appointments, or to preſcribe, in Matters 
of Worſhip, what infinite Wiſdom has not thought 
fit to preſcribe. - Hear this, O ye ſuperſtitious 
Souls, who profeſs a ſingular Regard for Antiquity, 
and cry up catholick Tradition, as ye call it, without 
aà due Attachment to the written Word, as the ſole 
eſtabliſhed” Standard of divine Worſhip ; and yet 
fear not to deviate from the Practice of the Antients, 
in ſundry Particulars, of which this is one. You 
ſcruple not to kneel in divine Worſhip every Lord's 
Day. You conſtantly practiſe what the Fathers voted 
to be impious, even they, thro? whoſe Writings the 
Catbolick Tradition, which you profeſs, ſometimes, 
ſuch a fond Affection for, is tranſmitted to you. 
For ſhame, either quit this Practice of yours, which 
the Fathers did ſo ſeverely inveigh againſt ; or rather 
let it teach you to abate ſomewhat of your fond 
Affection for thoſe fallible Antients, and to conſider 
pure undefiled Religion as conſiſting, not in a ſcru- 
pulous Compliance with Forms, Rites, Modes of 
human Appointment, but in as exact a Conformity 
as may be, to the written Word, and the Laws of 
'CnrisT; whoſe Pleaſure, in regard to his own 
Norſbip, we can no way certainly diſcover, but 
from, and by, his own Word. But to go on 
with the Subject in. hand, | St 

Having pointed at four of the Superſtitions re- 
lating to Prayer, that got a very early footing 
among Chriſtians; I now proceed to a fifth, namely, 
their © kiſſing one another, immediately on the con- 
. * cluding of Publick Prayer, with a Conceit of the 
Importance and Neceſlity of ſuch a Practice; 
Tr aa 2 
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which, indeed, might ſeem an Apoſtolical Injunc- 
tion, the Apoſtles Paul and Peter having directed 
the Chriſtians to whom they wrote, to greet ane 
i! another wich a holy Kiſs, or a Kiſs of pure Chriſtian 
Charity, as we find, Rom. xvi. a6. 1 Cor. xvi, 20. 
C | 2 Cor. xiii. 12. 1 Thefſ, v.26. 1 Pet. v. 14. But it does not 
| appear that the Apqt les directed to it, as requiſite in 
their Church Aſſemblies, or as peculiarly fitting at 
— Lor&'s Supper, and upon the ceaſing of publick 
r. However, it was very early determined to 

— 2 Tis ſpoken of by Faſtin Mariyr, Clement of 
Alexandria, Tertullian, and others. © When Prayers 
are ended, ſaid the t, we ſalute each other with 
a Kiſs? Tertullian calls it Signaculum Orati auis, 
che Seal of Prayer; and ſtrongly aſſerts the Neceſſity 
of it, ſaying, What Prayer can be perfect if not 
attended with a holy Kiſs ? — Atbenagoras, a 
Chriſtian Apologiſt of the IId Century, ſpeaking of 
che extreme * Modeſty of Chriſtians, ſays, * Our 

+ Law forbids us to repeat a X,, or (kiſs a ſecond, 
Time, for pleaſing ourſelves ; and commands us 
to give a Riß with the utmoſt Carefulneſs; leſt, if 
£ defiled but a little with impure Thought, it 

* ſhould deprive us of eternal Life“ Legat. pro Cbri- 

I Nianis, c. xxviii. But, whether he chere ſpeaks of 
* the public Church Riß, I am not ſure; nor does it 
appear what Writing, or Book, he refers to *. 
.< After the Preſbyters have given Peace (the Kiſs of 
Peace) to the Biſhop, then ſet che Laity give Peace. 

Let Cbryſaſtom treats this Eccleſiaſtical Ceremony 
with no great Reſpect, obſerving that Chrift defies 
| Peace Nom the Heart, not from the Mouth; and 
| would have us ſalute our Neighbour with our Af. 
e not with our Lips.—If cherefore, any haue 


| + Part of che XIX ch Canon of che Council of Laqdicea, which | 
met ſometime in the IVth Century, was this. Kea: pela 7% 1 
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[| | ſuppoſed 
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ſuppoſed that Pope Innocent, or Leo Magnus of the 
Vth Century, was the firſt Introducer of this Rite, 
as practiſed at the Lord's Supper, it certainly was an- 
nened to publict Cburch- Prayer in the IId Century, 
and looked upon as a Matter of great Importance at 
the Beginning of the bird. But if Chriſtians had 
not, at length, diſcovered that the apoſtolical In- 
junctions, which gave occaſion to it, had been mi- 
ſtaken ; and that the uſing it as a neceſſary Appendix to 
publick Prayer, was a Degree of Superſtition, it would 
not have been ſo univerſally neglected, as it has been 
fot ſeveral paſt Ages. Only the Papiſts practiſe, in- 
ſtead of it, a ridiculous Kiſſing of a Table, on which 
. is placed a Picture of Chriſt, and Reliques of Saints, 
The kiſſing of this (Tabella Pacis) Table of Peace, 
as they term it, ſucceeds the old (Oſculum Charitatit, 
Oſculum Pacis) Kiſs of Charity, or Kiſs of Peace, as 
ſome of the Antients call the prublick Church Kiſs 1 
have been ſpeaking of. Again, Within the third and 
fourth Century, the latter at leaſt, many were 6 
fanciful, or ſuperſtitious, as to condemn M iniſters, 
and Believers praying with Infidels, Hereticks, ex- 
© communicate Perſons, Perſons poſſeſſed, and Ca- 
« techurhens.* This is moſt plainly expreſſed in the 
Pſeudo- Apuſtolical, Conſtitutions and Canons, I tran- 
ſcribe what they ordain as to Catechumens and Here. 
_ ticks, annexing thereto a Paſſage of Chry/oſtom. Let 

not a Believer pray, even in a private Houſe, with 
< a Catechumen®, For it is not right that a Perſon 
initiated, ſhould be defiled with one that is not 
initiated. Let not a godly Perſon pray with an 
« Heretick, even in a private Houſe. For what 
* Communion can there be between Light and Dark- 
« neſs.” So ordain the Conſtitutions *, + There is no 


80 Z. i. De commpunct. Cordis, ad Demetr. Monachum, c. 3. 
: ky ue ranger une x e TPIEVN £35, xc. 
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Affinity, 
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Affinity, ſays Chryſoſtom v, between a Catechumen, 
© and a Believer. For he has not the ſame Head, 
© or the ſame Father; he has not the ſame City, — 

Food. — — Cloathing, —Table,— Houſe, To the 
© one, Chriſt is King, to the other Sin, and the 
Devil. — Since, therefore, we have nothing 


common, in what can we communicate with each 


other? Where, (1.) The Titles of Chriſtiaus, Be- 
lievers, Godly, are confined to the Baptized, in full 
Communion with ſome particular Chriſtian Church. 
(2.) All others, even Catechumens, without Exception, 
are branded as Unbelievers, no way related- to the 
Fideles or Faithful. (3.) The Impropriety, and Un- 
lawfulneſs, of the twa, Parties communicating with 
each other in Prayer, publick or private, are ſtrong- 
ly aſſerted. But without any manner of ground 
from the Scripture, or Conſiſtency with the Nature 
of Prayer, and the Law of Love; as it would be eaſy 
to ſhow, particularly from As xvi. 25.—xxvil. 
35.—xXxvill. 8. 1 Tim. ii. 8. Matib. v. 44. If we are 
commanded to love even our Enemies, and to pray 
for Perſecutors, as well as others; what ſhould hinder 
our doing this, even in their Hearing and Preſence ? 
Who knows what good it might do them? An in- 
cidental hearing of the Prayers of good People, and 
Goſpel Miniſters, knowing how to adapt their Peti- 
tions to particular Caſes, and Emergencies, has been 
a Means of ſpiritual Benefit to many. In this, then, 
the Diſcipline of the ITId, IVth, and Vth Centuries 
was too rigid and uncharitable, that it forbad Mint- 
ſters and Chriſtians to pray, either publickly or pri- 
vately, even with the moſt ſerious, and concerned, 


that were not as yet baptiſed, and in full Communion | 
with the Church. 


V Anao]prog —— 0 — Tv. rig. Ov N ext 
 x80RAnv avJ]yv uk £41 re pa TOY &u]oy — A4NAHπ vr 
EENAA@Y mira, &, Hom, 24. in Joannem., 


1 next 


I next mention three trivial Superſtitions that ob- 
tained, with ſeveral, in Tertullian's Time; but never 
became Cathelick, or quite ſo common as the afore- 
mentioned, Some, it ſeems, would waſh their Hands 
before Prayer; and fit down as ſoon as they had 
done praying *; the latter of which Whims Tertullian 


cenſures, as not rightly grounded on the Paſſage in 


Hermas* that gave occaſion to it; as a ſort of ſym- 
bolizing with [dolaters (who affected fitting down 
immediately on performing ſome ſolemn Acts of their 
falſe Worſhip) and as ſinful Irreverence. We have, 
here, another plain Inſtance of the Y/eakneſs of that 
good Man. While he blames one ſuperſtitious 
Fancy (ſuppoſing the Perſons ſtruck at fat down 
after Prayer with a Conceit of it's being neceſſary, or 
a Point of Religion, ſo to do) the Eagerneſs of his 
Temper throws him upon another, not leſs ridi- 
culous. He is angry with ſome for taking occaſion, 
from a Paſſage in an uninſpired Writing, to chuſe ſitting 
down after Prayer ; but ought to have conſidered, 
that the Action of ſitting down, or not ſitting down, 
in the Caſe mentioned, was purely indifferent in it- 
ſelf; and that Chriſtians might act either way, as 
occaſions require, without Sin. It was weak, whim- 
ſical, and ſuperſtitious, for profeſſing Chriſtians to 

lace Religion in ſuch a Mode as /:ing down when 

rayer was, at any Time, concluded; and it was 
no leſs ſo, for Tertullian, to inveigh againſt an Ac- 
tion, neither commanded nor forbidden in the Word 
of God, as unſcriptural and irreverent. But a Spirit 
of Superſtition expoſes Men to numerous Inconſiſtencies 
and Self. Contradictions. 


Manibus ablutis — orationem obire—adfignata oratione aſſi- 


dendi mos, &c, De Orat.- 
Cum oraſſem domi, & conſediſſem ſupra lectum, Ec. 

Herm. L. 2. Proem. On which Tertullian remarks thus. Sim - 

F pliciter — poſitum eſt — ad ordinem narrationis, non ad inſtar 

© diſciplinz. Alioquin nuſquam erit adorandum, niſi ubi fuerit 

© lectus,” Ce. Cap. 12. 8 
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Again, 
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Again. Some in Tertullian's time, when about to 
engage in Prayer, would throw aſide their Gowns, or 
„ as tho? it was indecent, or ſinful, to wear 
them while praying. This, too, he condemns as 
needleſs, and a Conformity to the manner of Ido- 
laters. * In this manner, ſays be, the Heathen are 
* wont to attend on their Idols. If it was needful 
the Apoſtles would have inſerted it in their Direc- 
« tions, - with regard to the manner of praying. 
But the Scripture ſays nothing about it, unleſs it 
may be thought that Paul left his Cloak at the 
© Houſe of Carpus, having forgot to put it on after 
* throwing it off at Prayer.“ An excellent Remark 
this of Tertullian Chriſtians are, indeed, forbidden 
to ſymbolize with Idolaters; and what the Word of 

is ſilent about, no human Authority is war- 
ranted to impoſe, or inſiſt on, in Matters of Reli - 
ion and Worſhip. Happy had it been, if profeſ- 
ng Chriſtians in all Ages, inſtead of binding them- 
ſelves to a Compliance with Forms, and Modes, of 


human Appointment, had ſtrictly and ſcrupulouſly 


conformed to this Rule of Scripture and right Reaſon. 
But, | beſides the ſeveral Superſtitions relating to 
Prayer, that have been taken Notice of already, 
there is another, that demands a particular Remark, 


and has obtained more generally than any of the reſt. 


What I mean is the Uſe commonly made of the 
Lord's Prayer, as to which, I obſerve as follows. 
1. I cannot help ſuſpecting, that, this modiſb piece of 


Formality is of the ſame Date, and original, with ſome 
other of the old Superſtitions already hinted at! *Tis 


firſt mentioned by Tertullian; and who can prove, 
that Montapus, or ſome ſuch fanciful Gentleman of 
his Contemporaries, was not the firſt Author of it? 


A Let none be affrighted, or diſguſted, at this Suppo- 
ition 


3 which being net I pretend not to infiſt on it, 


if any can diſprove it, or make it appear unlikely. 
1 take for granted what, I think, has been > 


+ 
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good, that the common formal Uſe of this Prayer, 
was not commanded by Chriſt, is implicitely for- 
bidden, and therefore ſuperſtitious ; that the primi- 
tive Chriſtians had no Notion of this Practice, and 
there is no evidence of it, prior to the cloſe of the 
ITd Century, or thereabouts. Now ſuppoſing the 
Truth of theſe Things, it appears to me not greatly im- 
probable, that as this Uſe of, what we call, the 
Lord's Prayer began in, or about, Montanus's Time, 
ſo it had him or ſome ſuch formal Enthufiaft for the 
| Deviſer of it. Montanus, I grant, was not fo vile an 
Herefiarch as many repreſent him. His Dofrine re- 
lating to the Trinity, and other Articles of the 
Chriſtian Faith, was the ſame with that of other or- 
thodox Chriſtians in his time d. In little or no- 
thing did he difſent from the Carbolicks of that Age, 
but in condemning ſecond Marriages ; in — 
againſt the readmiſſion to Church Communion of 
ſuch as lapſed into notorious Sins after Baptiſm in 
being, as to ſome Things, more formal and ſuper- 
ſtitious than the Generality of Chriſtans were as yet e; 
and in conceiting himſelf, with his two Propheteſſes 
Priſcilla and Maximilla, to be under a particular di- 
vine Influence l. I much queſtion, whether it can be 
clearly proved, that he was more of a Yi/ionary or 
8 Enthufiaſt, than ſeveral of the admired Fathers of the 
Church, in the ſecond and third Centuries. A 
the Followers, and Admirers, of this Man were Ter- 
Fullian, (who was, for aught I know, as good a 

Man when a Montanift as while he continued a Ca- 


b Propter hoc noyz Prophetiz recuſantur, non quod alium 
DEUM pradicent Montanus, Priſcilla, & Maximilla, nec 


egulam avertant ; ſed quod plane doceant fepius jejunare quam 
dubere. Tertull. De Jejuniis. | 80 
This appears from Tertullian's 'Trafts, De 


Je Pudicitia, De Tejunijs, &c. | | | 
4 This we find Tertullian afferting, as his own Belief, in his 
C2 tholick) 


Menogamia, | 


reatiſe againſt Marcion. 


quod jeſum Chriſtum ſolvant, nec quod aliquam fidei aut fpei 


F 
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tholick) Proculus or Proclus, (whom Tertullian ſome- 
where celebrates for his ſtri& Chaſtity and Eloquence, 
naming, him with ſuch Men as Juſtin Martyr, Mil- 
tiades, Irenzus*®) Perpetua, and ſome other Martyrs, 
at the beginning of the IIId, or cloſe of the IId 
Century. Montaniſts were put to Death for Cur1sT, 
as well as reputed Ca#holicks. I judge of the Doctrine 
and Innocency. of Montanus, chiefly from the Wri- 
tings of Terlullian, ſeveral of whoſe extant Tracts, 
if not moſt of them, were wrote not by Tertullian 
the Catholickf, but by Tertullian the Montaniſt. 
However *tis commonly ſuppoſed that he wrote his 
Treatiſe, of Prayer, while a Catholick, And poſſibly, 
he might write it before his becoming a thorough 
Proſelyte to Montaniſm : But as that cannot be cer- 
tainly proved; ſo a putting together ſome few Par- 
ticulars, which I do not now enlarge on, may make 
it a little probable that Mantanus, or one of the ſame 
Stamp, and much about the fame Time, firſt ſtarted 
the Notion of the Lord's Prayer, being dictated for 
a ſeit Form, and the Neceſlity of repeating it, as ſuch, 
in every Age of the Chriſtian Church. (1.) Tertul- 
lian became a Diſciple of Montanuss long before his 
Death. — (2.) None can certainly prove that he was 
not a Montaniſt when he wrote his Treatiſe, of 
Prayer; which has other Whims in it, beſides what 
he writes as to a formal Uſe of our Lord's Prayer, — 

e Tertullian, in his Tract againſt the Valentinians, having 
mentioned Juſtin, Miltiades, Ireneus, and Proculus, as Men of 
Renown for their Piety and Writings, gives this Character of the 
_ laſt in particular. Proculus noſter, Virginis Senectæ et Chriſtiane 
* cloquentiz dignitas ; quos in omni opere fidei, quemadmodum 
* 1n iſto, optaverim aſſequi. | 

f Dr Cave was of Opinion that all his Tracts were wrote by him, 
when a Montaniſt, except thoſe three, of Prayer, of Repentance, 


of Baptiſm. As to thoſe of Chaſtity, of Extaſy, of Monogamy, 
wt Faſts, againſt Praxeas, the Valentinians, Marcion, the Caſe. is 
n 


plain, | Sans 
y A. 15 gonenally granted that he was a profeſſed Montanift - 
883 (20 If 
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(3.) If it could be proved that he was a Catholick, 

then, or not as yet a compleat Montaniſt, he might, 
however, before his 1 for the Peculiarities of 

that Enthufiaſt be notably tinctured with Superſtition, 

and ſo not a little montaniftically inclined, For while 

his turning Montaniſt is attributed, by ſome, to the 
Envy and Calumnies of the Roman Clergy; by 

others to his being diſappointed in his Hopes of a 
Biſhoprick; by others to the perſuaſive Arguments 

of his Friend Proculus aforementioned; ſome are of 
Opinion, that the ſpecious Pretences of the Mon- 

« taniſts to greater Mortification, in Faſts and Con- 

«< tinence, with an Obſervation of the licentious Car- 
© riage of many of the Catholicks,* might ſome- 

what diſpoſe him for ſuch Sentiments as then diſtin- 
guiſhed Montanus, and his Diſciples, from moſt 

other Chriſt ians.— Several of the Superſtitions that q 
we firſt meet with in Tertullian k, tho? afterwards 
embraced by many that. gloried in the Title of Ca- 
tholicks, and the Church, were certainly of a montani/- 
tick, or entbuſiaſtick, Original; ſuch as the Notion of 
the unlawfulneſs of ſecond Marriages, the rigid ſe- 
vere Diſcipline with regard to the Lap, the Lent _ 
Faſt, and other ſtated Faſts!, called ſtationary Days, 
praying for the Dead, Sc. If theſe things be con- 


h This is the Account that Jerom gives of it in his Book of 
11luftrious Men. | OE 
i- Theſe are the Words of the learned Mr Lardner, in his Cre- 
dibility of the Goſpel Hiſtory. Pt. 2. V. 2. p. 571. 15 
hecauſe ſeyeral old Superſtitions are firſt met with in 
Writings of this Father, ſome call him * the Maſter of Ceremo: 
© nies to the Chriſtian Church.* But either he learned them in 
the School of Mantanus, or was led to them by the Montanus-like 
Spirit, or ſuperſtitious Enthufiaftick turn of Mind, which, then, 
to prevail among Chriſtians, more than it had ever done 
ore. 5 1 OO Pr a es 9, 
I Apollonias, one of the old Writers againſt the Montanifts, 
charges Montanus with ' preſcribing Laws of faſting, and many 
oo” _ bad enough if true. Ex/eb. Ecclefiaft. Hift. 
, 5 c. 10. F | 2 $45 | fr | 
55 2 EP ſidered, 
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ſidered, and believed, as I think they may reaſonably 
be, together with what was preſuppoſed as before 
prov'd, it may appear not very improbable that Ter- 
ſallian, the earlieſt Father who recommends uſing 
the Lord's Prayer as @ ſelt Form, learnt 7bis in the 
School of Montanus, or that it was firſt thought of 
by fome ſach fanciful well meaning, injudjcious 
Chriftian as Montauus, at firſt, if not always, was. 
2. Whoever was the Author of this old piece of For- 
mabity, it did not preſently, upon the firſt Introdufjion 
of tt, Become general, or grow into common Uſe. At 
leaft, there i no Evidence of this; but rather ſome 
A atice of the contrary. For Origen, in his 
Diſcourſe of Prayer, tho* he, treats of the Nature 
of this Duty, gives ſeveral good Directions for the 

forming of it, and explains the whole of the 
Lord's Prayer; inſtead of adviſing any to uſe it as a 
fett Form, which he no where does, he offers zhat, 
which is plainly inconſiſtent therewith m. For he 
advifes them, whom he there inſtrufts, to begin and 
cloſe their Prayers with a Doxology. Let us now 
put together theſe two Things. ; 

(1.) The Lord's Prayer, as it ſtood in Origen's 
Copies, had no Daxology in it. For thine is the 
Kingdom, the Power and the Glory :* This Doxo- 
logy Origen takes no Notice of: neither does it ap- 
pear to have had a place in any of the Copies of 
thoſe early times. Tertullian, Cyprian, Ammonius, 
and others, who lived before, in, or after Origen's 
time, and profeffedly quote the entire Prayer, as it 
ſtood in their Ny" of the Goſpel of Mathew, ſay 
nothing of this „ or any other, as a part of 
the Lord's Prayer. Origen gives us this Prayer, 


m 'To that add, that the Lord's Prayer is not found in the old 
Clementine Liturgy, compoſed probably at Rome ; and this Prayer 
was not uſed in the Euchariſtical Othce of that Church before 
Gre ory the Great's time, or the VIkh Century, « 

ſpeak hereafter. | L 
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| as he found it in Matthew and Late, diſtinctiy, 
with an account of the Differences between them. 
In his Copies of the latter it run thus. Father, 
| © hallowed be thy Name; thy Kingdom come; give 
us day by day our daily Bread; and forgive us our 
Sins, for we ourſelves alſo forgive every one in- 
© debted to us; and lead us not into Temptation.“ 
Where our, and, who art in Heaven, are wanting 
in the Preface ; the bird Petition, too, is omitte 
with part of the /af, and the concluding Word, 
Amen, All theſe, it ſeems, were wanting in ſome 
Copies of Luke in Origen's time. But in his Co- 
pics of Matthew, the Prayer was found as in our 
preſent Engliſþ Copies, the Doxology only being o- 
mitted. Yet, | 

2, He expreſsly adviſes an Uſe of ſome Doxology, 
or other, at the beginning and ending of their 
Prayers; without giving ſo much as an hint of the 
$ Neceſſity, or Expediency, of uſing this Prayer, as a 
Form; or ſaying any thing to that Purpoſe. What 
may we fairly conclude from hence ? Thus much, 
I think ; that whatever Cyprian thought, and ſome 
others of that third Century, Origen had no No- 
tion of uſing the Lord's Prayer as an invariable ſett 
Form; and that this manner of uſing it did not 
generally obtain in his time; at leaſt in the Country 
where be lived, and the Places where ze had been 
converſant. He is indeed ſometimes quoted in ſup- 
rt of this Practice. But (1.) Tis generally al- 
owed, that his Latin Tracts are not to be depended 
on; they being no other than faulty corrupt Tranſla- 
tions, and in one or two of them only does the uſing 
of the Lord's Prayer, as a Form, ſeem to be fa- 
voured. (2.) The Words appealed to are not 
plainly expreſſive of what ſome would infer from 
them. Chriſt delivered to us a Prayer, in which, 
or with which, he commanded us to pray to the 
Father.“ Which Words, ſuppoſing them to be 


25 Origen's, 
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Form of praying, Sc. 
Prayer as Tertullian and Cyprian do; which makes 
it probable his Sentiments of it were different from 


ſuſpect them not to be Origen's own Words; 


as a compleat Evangelical Pattern. But 


which we may reaſonably ſuppoſe were not peculiar 10 
him, a formal Uſe of the Lord's Prayer did, at length, 


6 — cet — ä a. 
” 


* 


Origer's, don't prove that he regarded the Lord's 
Prayer as a ſett Form. He no where calls it as 
Tertullian does, The 1 5 Prayer, or new 

e never ſpeaks of this 


theirs, and many of the Moderns, who place Re- 
ligion in a formal Recital of the Words of the 
Lord's Prayer. (3.) Were they ever ſo plainly, 
and ſtrongly, expreſſive of it, we might juſtly 


or agreeable to Origen's Senſe ; ſince, /o /aken, they 
would be irreconcileable with his Treatiſe of Prayer, 
as recommending no ſuch Uſe of the Prayer ſpoken 
of, and directing to a manner of praying which the 
Lord's Prayer, as found in Origen's Copies, did 
not ſo much as ſeem to direct to, Tis queſtionable, 
therefore, whether Origen took our Lord's Prayer 
to be, either intended for a ſett Form, or ſo much 


3. Whatever were the Sentiments of this Father, 


grow common. It by degrees became general; and 
was the firſt ſtep that Chriſtians took, in old times, 
towards preſcribed, impoſed, Liturgies. A ſmaller 
Error, or Superſtition, has oft made way for ſome- 
what greater, and more hurtful, Rome, we know, 
was not built in a Day. Innocent Miſtakes of the 
Antients were the Occaſion of ridiculous Superſti- 
tions, and theſe preparatory to the moſt impious and 
wicked Idolatry. We have already obſerv'd ſome 
Inſtances of each. A ſuppoſing that CR RIS T was 
called the Eaſt was, probably, the firſt Occaſion of 
Chriſtians inclining to the Eaſtward Adoration, The 
Superſtition of praying for departed Saints, tho? 
long prior, was introductory, to the Popiſh Purga- 


tory. The early ſuperſtitigus Uſe made of the Sign, 
23 IN W. | or 
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or Figure, of the Croſs, was one unhappy Step to- 
wards the Adoration of the Croſs, than which the 
heathen World never knew a more fooliſh Inſtance 
of falſe Worſhip. Now if harmleſs Miſtakes may 
lead to ridiculous Superſtitions z and Superſtitions of 
a leſs hurcful Nature may make way for the Impieties 
of down right Idolatry : *Tis no Wonder if an al- 
moſt harmleſs Piece of Formality and Superſtition, 
proves the Occaſion of what is more hurtful and 
juſtly offenſive. Thus our Lord's preſcribing a Form, 
as was ſuppoſed, gave Encouragement: to the Pre- 
ſcription, and Impoſition, of the Forms of fallible 
Men. A. Conceit- of our Lord's dictating his 
Prayer for a ſett ſtanding Form, and the Neceſſity 
of exactly repeating the Words of it as ſuch ; this 
was one Step towards the preſent Liturgick Worſhip, 
or a performing of publick Prayer by precompoſed 
ſett Forms of human Compoſition z which was at 
length introduced, but not till a long Time after the 
other, and did not become general, till the viſible 
Church became overſpread with lamentable Igno- 
rance; and the monſtrous Scheme of Popery was al- 
moſt brought to Perfection. eee, 

Several different Accounts have been given of the 
Antiquity of Liturgies, or precompos'd ſett Forms of 
publick Prayer. By way of Oppoſition to thoſe of 
them which I take to be falſe, I propoſe ro ſhow, 


1. That there is no Appearance of ſuch Forms in 
the Antemoſaic Times. HR ? 

2. That the aniient Jewiſh Church was a Stranger 
80 them. a \ 
oy 3. That the primitive Chriſtians knew nothing of 
„ 
4. That they are leſs antient than the formal Uſe 
of the Lord's Prayer. SIM | 
5. That the Impgſtion of them, is leſs antient than 
the free and voluntary Uſe of them, by ſome of the 
a e ignoranter 
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ignoranter Sort, at the Cloſe of the fourth, and Be- 
ginning of the ff/b Century. 


Laſtly, That the publick Forms, ſpoken of, are 
little older than compleat Popery. 


| Propo. I. It doth not appear, that precompoſed fit 
Forms of publick Prayer had any Place in the Ante- 
moſaic Times, The Hiltory of thoſe earlieſt Times 
records ſome plain Inſtances of free Prayer, but 
none of precompos'd Forms. I ' ſhould not have 
mention*d this, if forme few, one or two at leaſt, 
had not dream'd of 'a Liturgy, or ſomewhat like it, 
in Gen. iv. 26. Then began Men to call on the 
Name of the Lord Here's a Proof for you of 
the extreme Antiquity of Liturgies, if you can pay 
any regard to ſuch a Zealot as Dr C—r. In the Days 
of Enos, or about the time of his Birth, God's 
profeſſing People began to call on his Name, f. e. 
to worſhip God in a more united and folemn Manner 
than before; therefore they pray d together, or pub- 
lickly, with the uſe of precompos'd Forms. Who 
can help admiring the Solidity of ſuch an Argument, 
or rather pitying the Men who can ſo egregiouſſy 
trifle? Their arguing from hence would have ſome 
weight in it, cou'd it be once prov'd, that preſcribed 
Forms are ſo eſſential to Joint publick Prayer, as 
that it is impracticable without ſuch Forms. Some 
underſtand the Text of the Original, or Beginning, 
of Idolatry, and falſe Worſhip. They would tranſlate 
it thus, © Then they profaned in calling on the Name 
« of Jebovab: i. e. they profaned the Name of 
God in applying it to Idols, and in worſhipping 
Creatures as Gods. Bur ſome learned Men have 
ſhown, that the original Hebrew will ſcarcely admitof 
that Conſttuction, and rend'ring. A learned Author * 
obſerves, that the Hebrew Words verbally tranſlated 
wou'd be, Then it was began to call, i. e. them, - 


Mr Shuckford i in his Connection, &c, Vol. I. Pa 42. 1 
| * je 
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| f Human Compoſition, &c. 27 
« the Children of Seth, by the Name of the Lard,” 
. 4, e. they were then firſt called, the Sons of God. 
But the common Interpretation ſeems to be the beſt, 
that, in the early Times, pointed at, the People of 
God met together, and began a more ſolemn worſhip- 
ping of Febovab, than had been practiſed be- 
fore. After this we read of ſome plain Inſtances of 
free Praying. The Prayer of Abrabam in Gen. xx, 17. 
as ſuited to a ſpecial occaſion, was, we may reaſon- 
bly think, of this kind. So the Prayer of Abra- 
ham's eldeſt Servant, » Gen. xxiv. 12, 13, 14. and 
that of Jacob, Chap. xxxil. 9, 10, 11, 12, Were 
theſe preſcribed Forms ? Did not theſe Servants. of 
God pour out their Hearts before him in a free way, 
as the preſent State of their Affairs required? Here 
was no reading, or rehearſing, of Forms, either 
impoſed by others, or drawn up aforehand by them- 
ſelves. They had no need of hat. The Prayers 
referr*d to were indeed ſecret, or private, Addfeſſes 
to God. But we learn this from them, that the moſt 
antient Hiſtory extant is not without ſome Specimens, 
and Recommendations, of free Prayer while it affords 
not the leaſt Hint of precompos*'d Forms, Is it not, 
then, reaſonably preſumed, that theſe are leſs antient 
than the other way of praying; and that long be- 
fore the confinement of ſett Forms came into faſkion, 
or was thought needful, it was always the manner 
of God's People to ſuit their Requeſts to preſent 
Neceſſities and Occaſions, and to pour out their 
hearts freely, and ſuitably, before God ? 

The only authentick Records of .the earlieſt, or 
antemoſaical, Times are thoſe of the Scripture itſelf. 
What Moſes, and the other ſacred Penmen, deliver 
to us, as to the old Patriarchs, we can entirely 
credit; but the Reports and Traditions of others, 

{Fews, Hereticks, Papiſts) are, either evidently falſe 
1.9 Elirzer of Damaſcus, who was a very good Man, but not the 
Writer of P/alm lxxxviii.. as R. Aben Ezra ſuppoſed. | 
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and tidiculous, or at beſt uncertain. Of this Stam} 
are all the Stories, of one and another, about Palms 
compos'd by Adam, Melchizedeck, c; a Treatiſe 
of Prayer, written by Enos; and Forms of Addreſs 
to God, by Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Iſaac, Jacob, 
Foſepb. 

AvDam the firſt Man, was not only the inventer 
of the preſent Hebrew Alphabet, and Vowel Points; 
the firſt Teacher of the Arts and Sciences; and the 
firſt Publiſher of numerous Books; but the firſt 
Pſalm-maker. This laſt he might truly be, for 
aught. we know : But there is no Evidence of it, 
The report of ſome Fes, that he was the original 

Compoſer of the 92d Pſalm, and of thoſe two ſen- 
tences in Pſalm cxxxix 15, 16. is utterly ground- 
leſs. Tis juſt as true as that he was the Author 
of two other Pſalms publiſhed as his, by a dotin 

Fregciſcan Monk ? of the XVth Century. Each of 
them has ſome good Things in it; and concludes 
with an Orthodox Trinitarian Doxology. The laſt 
Words of the former are theſe, Let Glory and 
Honour be to the Almighty, and everlaſting one 
and three.“ The latter concludes thus, Let us 
all ſing Glory to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
and magnify our God. As the Angels ſung in 
the Beginning. ſo let us with them, now, and, 
always for ever. Amen.“ Set TH, is not celebrated 
by any as either a Compoſer of Forms'of Prayer, or 
a Pfalm-maker ; but I chuſe to mention him with 
our general Father, becauſe if the Liturgick Worſhip 
was, indeed, ſo antient as Dr Comber was pleaſed to 
inſinuate ; who ſo likely to compoſe the Forms of 
that Primo-Primitive Liturgy, pointed at Gen. iv. 26, 


P © B. Amadeus raptu quinto duos Pſalmqs — ſeripſit ab Adamo 
8 compoſitos quos opportune hie tranſcribam ex Regia Bibliotheca 
- manuſcriptorum 8 Laurentii in Scuriali ubi B. Amadei Apocalypſis 
* ſervatur.* Jo. Euſebius Nierembergius, in Fabric. Cod. Pſęudep. 


TT P*g- 21, This Amacrus was a Franciſcan of eu and died 
A. D. 1474. 
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as either Adam, or Seth; who, if ſome may be 
credited, was caught up into Paradiſe, and there 
taught by Angels, for 40 Days together; was ho- 
noured with the Title of God, his Poſterity being 
called, Gen. vi. Sons or Gop ; was the farſt Inven- 
ter of Letters and Writing, a moſt curious Aſtrono- 
mer, a Prophet, and what not? *Tis a great Pity 
that ſo eminent, and wonderful, a Perſon, ſhould 
have no hand in putting together the Forms of the 
firſt Liturgy. But tho! many Writings have been 
talk'd of as his, I don't underſtand that any Forms 
of Prayer were among them. . 

Enos, ſays one, wrote of Religion, and the Man- 
ner of praying to God. This he grounds on nothing 
but a falſe Interpretation of the Text aforementioned, 
as ſpeaking, ſolely of him. Then he began to call 
on the Name of the Lord.“ Now ſuppoſing this 
Tranſlation to be juſt, how it can be concluded from 
thence that Enos was not only a Worſhipper of God, 
with others, but a Writer on Prayer, I can't diſcern, 
However, this Inference of Gilbert Genebrard is not 
more fanciful, and ridiculous, than that of Dr Comber 
in regard to the beginning of the Liturgick Worſhip 
in Enos's Time. e n 

The frft, then, whom the Liars of Antiquity 
pitch upon as a Compoſer of Prayers, was Exock, 
the 7th from Adam. Beſides the Invention of Letters 
aſcribed to him by ſome, and the Writing of a large 
- Number of excellent Books, he is reported to be 
the Author of that ſolemn Form of the greater Ex- 
communication extant in the Fewifh Books; and as 
of that, ſo of certain Forms of Prayer. — Another 
Prayer-writer was Noah. The late learned Mr 
. Gregory and ſome others, have tranſcribed, from cer- 
tain oriental Manuſcripts, a Form of Prayer ſaid to 
be daily rehearſed by Noah, while in the Ark, be- 
fide the Body of Adam. Every Morning, as ſoon 
as it was Day, Noah ſtanding near to, or * 

* | ace 
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Face towards, the Body of Adam, repeated a certain 
Form; u which his Sons and the four Women 
cried out, Amen, O Lord. The Prayer being ſhort, 
1 chuſe to tranſcribe it. O Lord, Thou art excellent 
+ in Truch, and nothing is great in compariſon of 
< thee, Behold us with an Eye of Mercy. Deliver 
* os from this Deluge of Waters; thro, © or for the 
'* Sake of, the. Sorrows of Adam firſt formed by thee z 
* thro the Blood of thy holy Abel; thro the Righteouſ- 
* wiſs of Seth, in whom thou art well pleaſed : 
© Reckon us not among them who have tranſgreſſed 
* thy Precepts, but take us into thy merciful Care, 
+ becauſe thou art our Deliverer, and praiſe is due to 
_ * 'thee, from all the works of thy hands that have 
born from the Beginning.“ Next after Noah, 
come ABRanamM, Isaac, Jacos, whom I pu 
together, becauſe the Morning daily Prayers of the 
Fewos, if ſome don't egregiouſly lie, were originally 
d by the firſt of theſe Patriarchs (who like- 
wiſe wrote the 188th and 8gth Palms) their After- 
non Prayers by the ſacond, and their Evening Prayers 
by the third 'of them. Some of the Fews further 
tells us, as to azc, that when his Father was about 
to ſacrifice him, he fell into a Trance, and appear*d 
for a time as one dead; but afterwards coming to 
himſelf, he ſuddenly brake forth into that Prayer, 


which begins thus, Bleſſed art thou ani quickneſt the 


n 


4 Per dolores Adam, Ge. per ſanguinem n Abel ſancti toi, per 
juſtitiam Serb in guo complaces. — Per dolores Adam intellige do- 
lores quibus Adam e Paradiſo expulſus vertit faciem verſus il- 
lum, & ex animo ploravit lapſum ſuum. Atq; fi catenæ Arabicæ 
ceredimus ſedebat Enoch 300 annorum ſpatio plorans tranſgreſſionem 
Rdami, & ideo Deas eam ſuſtulit. Fabric. Cod. P «FT. 
Pag. 233, 1234. — The Sorrows of Adam poi at are the 
Sorrows with which Adam lamented his Fall. — Fnoch was tranſ- 
lated becauſe he was ſo affected with Adam's Fall, as to ſpend 
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- JoszPH likewiſe is ſpoken of by ſome as the Com- 
poſer of a certain Prayer. But this, ſay others, is 
ſomewhat dabious. The Paſſages in Qrigen, tre- 
ferr*d to in Proof of it, may be underſtood, - gither 
of a Prayer made for Joſeph by his good old Father 
Jacob, or, as Mr Dodwell underſtood it, it may in- 
tend the prophetical Bleſſing which the dying Pa- 
triarch pronounced in Favour of his Son Foſeph, with 
his other Brethren. If ſo, then Zoſeph, how quali. 
fied ſoever, muſt not be numb'red with the Writers 
of Forms of Prayer. He was indeed, ſay the Zews, 
a moſt extraordinary Perſon : He underſtood ſeventy 
Languages: Whereas it is ſaid, P/alm cv. 22. that 
Pharaoh appointed him to teach his Senators Wiſdom, 
the Meaning is, they fat at Joſeph's Feet like Scholars. 
The Word tranſlated, each, muſt be underſtood as 
in Job xxxv. 11. He taught them a Wiſdom they 
were before Strangers to. The Wiſdom” of the 
Egyptians pointed at Aclis vii, 22. Some refer to 
Foſeph as the firſt Author of it. If, therefore, this 
eminent Man had been a Compoſer of Forms of 
Prayer for publick miniſterial Uſe ; a ſpecial divine 
inſpiration might have been pleaded, as the original 
and ſupport of it. But, in truth, the moſt extra- 
ordinary Wiſdom, or Literature, aſcribed to him, 
by fanciful doting Fews, and the Compoſition of a 
certain Prayer talk*d of by others, not much wiler ; 
tho? childiſh ridiculous Conceits,' are not more. ſo 
than what has been hinted from Dr C-; and much 
leſs impious, than what ſome have ſuggeſted as to 
the modern, Popiſh, or infernal, original of free 
Prayer; of which afterwards. 1 


Pro 


p. II. Abere in not abe le, Proof of A Liturgy, 
or Forms of publick Prayer, preſcribed to God's antint 
People, :either: from ibe Days of Moſcs to the'Caplivity, 
or from thence io the coming ef CHRIST, and ,the 
Jews diſcontinuing to be the Church and People Gov. 


Here, 


| the Red Sea, and their Enemies drowned ; a Song of 


© Chriſtian Father * may be credited, who had more 
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Here, almoſt all, who plead for preſcribed Liturgies 
as very antient, chuſe to begin. Aylate Writer,” 
noted for the Boldneſs of his Aſſertibns and the 
Weakneſs of his Arguments, ventures to tell the 
World, that the antient Jews, not only us'd Forms 
of Prayer in publick, but took care never to join in 
any kind of Prayers except precompos'd ſett Forms: 
In which Sentiment, he is followed by none that 
I know of. But many ſpeak as tho' there was 
no Reaſon to doubt of the antient Fewiſb Church 
having ſuch publick Forms as we are now treating 
of. They talk, on every occaſion, of the old Fewiſh 

Liturgy; which, however, I am bold to aſſert, 
they are none of them able to give any tolerable 
Proof of. Learned and wiſe Men ſhould diſdain affirm- 
ing without proving ;z and deſpiſe ſuch lame lender 
Proofs as, in the preſent Caſe, we are put off with. 
God's People Jrael being miraculouſly preſerved at 


Praiſe and Triumph was compoſed by the ſpe- 
cial Direction of the Spirit of God. This divine 
Song recorded, Exod. xv. and alluded to Revel. xv. 3. 
tho? a precompoſed Form, is nothing to our preſent 
Purpoſe. For it was compoſed in Metre; and is 
the oldeſt Piece of Poetry extant in the World. Ir 
was ſung, in the antiphonal Way, by Miriam and 
other Women of Jrael. An admirable Hymn it 
is (fays Dr F. Edwards) and in Hexameter Verſe, 
if Foſepbus may be judge in this Matter, and if a 


Hebrew than moſt of the Writers of the Church 
in his time, yea more than all of them except 
« Origen.” If any, therefore, enquire how antient 
precompoſed Forms pf ſinging in the Worſhip of 
| God are, we can affure them that ſuch Forms (with- 
out which joint ſocial ſinging is impracticable) are 

r Mr, afterwards Dr Tho. Bennet. Ks 
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no leſs antient than the Days of Moſes that Father of 
Poetry as well as Hiſtory : But precompos'd Forms 
of Prayer, we are yet to ſeek for. 8 1 

After this, Maſes committed to Writing, and left 
on Record, another ſacred Song, which was juſt as 
much a ſeit Form of publick Prayer as the former; 
i. e. not at all. There are, too, ſuch excellent divine 
Songs as that of, Deborah and Barak, Judges v. that 
of Hannah, 1 Sam. ii. that of Habakkuk, Chap. iii. 
thoſe of David, Solomon, and others; all which 
were poetical Compoſures, written by divine Inſpi- 
ration, and recorded for the Direction of the Church | 
in all Ages. But what are thoſe divine Songs to ſett 0 
Forms of Prayer? It argues nothing but a want of 
more pertinent Inſtances, when 7heſe are appealed to, 
as they have been often, by Men profeſſedly deſigns 
ing to eſtabliſh the great Antiquity, and Importance, 
of preſcrib'd Forms of publick Prayer. But to re- 
turn to the Times of Moſes. 

When God had brought his People 1/rael to Mount 
Sinai, he delivered to them by Moſes a large Body 
of Laws, with many Rules, and Directions, relating 
to his own Worſhip, which they muſt not preſume 
to add to, or detract from. This was the Royal 
Edict of the God of Lrael. What thing ſoever 
* I command you, obſerve to do it: Thou ſhalt not 
add thereto, nor diminiſh from it.” A Rule to be 
ſtrictly heeded, by the proſeſſing People of God in 
all Ages. — Now, that Body of Laws, thoſe Rules 
and Directions, Men may call a Liturgy if they 
pleaſe, The Evangeliſt Luke, and the Writer to & 
the Hebrews, apply this Word to the old Legal Ser- 
vice, Luke i. 23. Heb. ix. 21. Chap. x. 11. agree- 
ably enough to the moſt antient proper Meaning of 
the Word, which in, Claſſical Greet Writers, the Sep- 
tuagint, New Teſtament Scriptures, and old Eceleſiaſti- 

cal Writers, ſignifies any Kind of publict Service, Civil, 

. Divine. In 2 
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Teſtament it is applied, to the Mediatory Office of Chriſt 
(which is called his Liturgy, Heb viii. 6.) to the 
Angelical Miniftry (Angels being called, Chap. i. 7 14. 
Auilap o, Miniſters, and aeflupyuxa wrepala, miniſtering 
Spirits) to the Office of Civil Magiſtrates, Rom. 
xiii. 6. to the Work and Service of Goſpel Miniſters, 
Atts xiii. 2. Rom. xv, 16. to the Chriſtian Office ot 
contributing for the Relief of the poor, Rom. xv. 27. 
to ſuffering for the Goſpel, and the Encourage- 
ment of Believers, Phil. ii. 17. to the Service, of a 
_ Chriſtian People, for their Miniſters, ver. 30. The 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of Chriſt as a Miniſter (acikpyes) of 
the Sanctuary; of Angels as Miniſters (aleupyor) ta 
Chrift for the good of his People; of the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate as a Minſter Meilepyor, of God; of bimiclt 

a Miniſter, >eilepyos, of Jeſus Chrift to the Gentiles, 
Rom. xv, 16. This is the Uſe that the New Teſta- 
ment makes of the Word Liturgy, or as fome chuſe 
to write it, Leiturgy. So that a Liturgy, in the 
modern Senſe, can't be inferred from the bare Uſe 
of the Word on any occaſion, either in the Scripture, 
or other antient Writings, any more than the Anti- 
quity of the preſent Poj-i/b Maſs may be deduced from 
the frequent uſe of the Word, Miſſa, in old Writ- 
ings, or the Antiquity of Popiſ Prieſts, and Altars, 
from the frequent Application of the Word Prieſts 
to Goſpel Miniſters, and the Word Altar to the Con- 
munion Table, by the old Writers of the Church, — 
'The antient Fews undoubtedly had a Liturgy, as the 
Word ſignifies any kind of publick Service, or Mi. 
niſtty : But ſuch a Body of ſett Forms, as this Word 
is now uſually applied to, the Law of Moſes pre- 
ſcribed-not, gave not the leaſt Hint of. When Moſes - 
came down trom the Mount, did he, with the two 
Tables of Stone on which the Decalogue was inſcribed, 
bring along with him ſuch a Ziturgy as we are now 
cnquiring after? No. Did. God give him any Di- 
reEtions to compoſe ſuch a Body of ag 
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wards? No. Do's the Old Teſtament any where 
ſignify, that conſidering the Ignorance: and Imper- 
fections of the Iſraelites, moſt of whom were bur 
Children in underſtanding, it might be proper, or 
expedient, for ſome or other, to aſſiſt and accom- 
modate them with ett Forms of publick Prayer? 
No. Were ſuch Forms appointed, and fertled, 
either in Moſes's time, or David's time, or Ezrg's 
time, or at any other Seaſon ? Not that we know. of. 
The Scripture ſays no ſuch thing; and what lying 
Jews, or any others, tell us, as to the antient pre- 
ſcribed Service of the Fewiſh Church, it can deſerve 
no Regard, no Credit. We are, indeed, often told 
of certain ſett Forms preſcribed by God- himſelf, 
Numb. vi. 23, Sc. Deut. xxvi. 3, Sc. ver. 12, 13. 
Hoſea xiv. 2, 3. Joel i. 15. Chap. ii. 17. Theſe are 
ſpoken to elſe where*. None can prove any one of 
them to be intended for a ſett Form. Nothing like 
that can be fairly inferred from the Texts. Aaron, 
and his Sons, might be directed to bleſs the Children 
of Vrael on this wiſe, ſaying unto them, as in 
Numb. vi. 24, 25, 26. without being obliged to an 
exact Recital of thoſe very Syllables and Words. If 
a Maſter ſends his Servant to a Perſon, and orders 
him to ſay, ſo and ſo, mult, this certainly intend, his 
binding and tying his Servant to any particular Form, 


and Order, of Words? Do's not his Servant act 


agreeably enough to his Direction, if he is careful to 
ſpeak in Words to the ſame Purpoſe, or Expreſſions 
of alike Import and Significancy ? At the Beginning 
of that Chapter, The Lord ſpake unto Moſes, 
« ſaying, ſpeak unto the Children of Jrael, and ſay 
* unto them, When either, Sc.“ Was Maſes limited 
in his Diſcourſe with them, ben, or on any other 
Occaſions, to an exact Rehearſal of any particular Sett 

of Words ? It would be trifling, or childiſh, to 


1} In the late Treatiſe on the Dord's Prayer, and many other 
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ſuppoſe it. As little reaſon is there to look upon 
the other Paſſages, referred to, as preſcribing a par- 


ticular Sctt of Words in their Addreſſes to God. If 
* theſe were in variable ſett Forms, they would 
be far from amounting to what we, now-a-Days, 
call a Li!urgy, or Common- Prayer Book, and as far from 
being of the ſame Nature with the preſcribed Forms 
of fallible Men. If Gag will appoint ſtated or 
occaſional Forms, who queftions the Obligation that 
his People are under to comply with them, and to 
uſe them agreeably to the declared Intent and Pleaſure 
of the ſupreme Lawgiver ? But we inſiſt on it, that 
the Paſſages before us were Directory Forms, and no 
more. The Intent of them was to direct the Prieſts, 
and 2 of God, as to the Matter of Prayer, Con- 
feſſion, Bleſſing, in ſome particular Caſes. Dr C—-r, 
indeed, pretended that God promiſed to heal the 


| Backflidings of his People Jrael, on their reciting 


the Words of that Form, Hoſea xiv. 2, 3. Upon 
which raſh heedleſs Aſſertion of bis, I find this re- 
mark of a learned » ſerious Writer. It is enough 
to make us more ſuſpicious of Forms, when Men 
turn them into Charms, by attributing ſo great 
Effects to the uſe of them.” This ſame uſe many 
put the Lord's Prayer to! Who wou'd not pity the 
Weakneſs and Prejudices of theſe Men? How like 
Children can ſome reputed Scholars, and Divines, 
talk on the Subject of Forms of Prayer? The late 
Treatiſe on the Lord's Prayer having made it evident, 
J think, that the Directions in Luke xi. 2. and 
Matt. vi. 11. imply nothing of a ett Form dictated 
to the Diſciples of Chriſt; we think ourſclves at 
liberty to maintain, that as the Lord's Prayer was 
not, ſb the Old Teſtament Paſſages abovementioned 
were not, invariable fett Forms, — But, | 


* Mr'Byyſe in his firſt Reply to Biſhop King, Pag 32. 
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For making it evident, beyond all reaſonable 
Contradiction, that God's ancient People were 
Strangers to a preſeribed Liturgy, I argue thus. If 
they had ſuch a Liturgy, we might reaſonably ex- 
& to find ſome mention of it, ſome References to 
it, if not an Account of the particular Contents of it, 
in the Old Teſtament. But do the Old Teſtament 
Records preſent us with any ſuch Account; or any 
the leaſt Hints of ſuch a Body of Prayers drawn up. 
y ſome or other, and recommended to the publick 
Uſe of the Church in old Times? * Z 
Again. If the antient-Church had what we call a 
Liturgy, either they were directed to it by a divine 
Command, or they choſe the worſhipping of God 
thereby without his Order and Direction. If the 
former is true, where is that Command of God re- 
corded, or hinted at? We find nothing like it in the 
Scripture. If the latter is ſuppoſed, that they choſe 
this manner of Worſhip without a divine Warrant 
for it, why did not the Prophets, and Meſſengers of 
the Lord, rebuke this Preſumption, as they were 
wont to do in ſuch like Caſes? en TENG 
Again. If the antient Church of God had, at any 
time, a Body of Prayers provided for their publick 
Worſhip, either in the Synagogue, or Temple; it was 
prepared, either by ſome Men of God, under a parti» 
cular divine Direction, or by uninſpired fallible Men; 
ſuch as are the Compoſers of all our modern Liturgies, 
In the former Caſe, ſuch a Body of ſett Forms, pre- 
pared by divinely inſpired Perſons, would have me- 
rited a Place in the Fewiſh Canon; and would have 
been. tranſmitted, by divine Providence, to the Chri- 
ſtian Church, together with the Hebrew Pſalter, and | 
other Old Teſtament Scriptures: Or, if having been | 
compoſed by divine Inſpiration, and Direction, for 4, 
the, then, Church of Gop, Providence ſuffered it to 
be loſt ; *tis ſtrange we ſhould have no Hints of ir, 
no References to it, in the Scriptures providentially | 
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preſerved. Tis true, if there had been ſuch Hints, 
or ſuch Reference; and we had good reaſon to be- 
lieve, that the divine Spirit ſormerly directed fome 
or other, whether ordinary Prieſts, or occaſional Ex- 
traordinary Prophets, to compoſe a Body of Prayers, 
to be invariably uſed in publick Addreſſes ro Goo $ 
ir would not follow from thence, that publick mi- 
niſterial Prayer is rightly performed either by read- 
ing, or rehearſing, a Prayer or Prayers drawn up; 
and-preſcribed, by uninſpired fallible Men, now ; or 
that any ſuch Litargy as Men, of that Character, 
compoſe, and take upon them to preſcribe, was ever 
made Uſe of by the Church of Gop, before Chriſt's 
coming in the fleſh, But what I inſiſt on is, that we 
have not the leaſt evidence that in any times, pre- 
cedent- to the coming of Chriſt, God's profeſſing 
e ever conhned tbemſelves to precompos'd 
Forms of publick Prayer of any Kind. 

To fay, as ſome have done, that the Book of 
fam was a preſcribed ſettled Liturgy, is either 7 
notorious Miſtake, or a meer Impertinence. 
what they mean is, that the Book of Þ P/alms was - 
tended to furniſh them with a Collection of eit 
Forms of publick Prayer, properly ſo called, as 
Prayer is diſtinguiſhed from /inging, *cis an egregious 
miſtake, if not downright Prevarication ; it being 
evident that the Old Teſtament P/alms were ſo many 
metrical Compoſitions, divine Poems, ſacred Songs, 
not preſcribed fett Prayers. If the Meaning is, that 
all, or many of, the Pſalms, were compoſed and 
$ fitted for the Uſe of ſinging, in the Houſe and Wor- 

ſhip of the God of Iſrael; this is, evidently, nothing 
to Fac Purpoſe. We, who have no Affection for 
preſcript Forms of publick Prayer, are as much for 
publick © Soul ſinging as any; and readily grant that 
this devout Exerciſe is imprafticable- without ſome 
Forms. Such were the P/alnts, ; Hymns, 


8 


itun l Son „ of the Old Feſtancots 
* * in 
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Whether the Book of Pſalms was all of it the Com- 
poſition of a ſingle Perſon, as ſome of the Antients 
( Auguſtin, Cbryſaſtom, &c.) ſuppoſed, or whether 
there were ſcveral diſtinct Penmen of it *, we regard 
it as a moſt choice valuable Part of that Scripture, 
which holy Men of God, antiently, ſpake as they 


were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. But I defy any to 


prove, that the whole of it, or any Part of it, wag 
ever intended for a preſcribed Liturgy. Yet ſome 
ſpeak as tho* they. were fully, and on good grounds, 
perſwaded it was. The whole Book of Pſalms, 
ſays. one, is a Collection of Prayers of all Sorts. 


cellent Forms of Prayer, expreſſed in ſuch 
tick, ſignificant, and moving. Words, that we 
have great Reafon to thank God for — them, and 
* we..can never hope to equal them by any of our 
' © own Invention: Such are Pſalms, 4th, 5th, 6th, 
_ + 2th, gth, 1oth, 12th, Cc. On this Account 
they were uſed by the Fews, as the conſtant Ser- 
vice, and Liturgy, performed in their Temple; ag 
* we may gather from 2 Chron. xxix. 30.“ This, 
to me, is perfectly amazing. Any one, who reads 
the Book of - P/alms, can eafily perceive that the 
Dawid, ſays one of the Rabbins, wrote the Book of Pſalms 
by the Hands of ten Elders ; i. e. He recorded what ſome before 
bim, or in his Time, originally ſpake.—(1) Adam, who firſt 
| yore what we have in P/a/m cxxxix. 16, 7. (2) Melchiſedeck 
the firſt Writer of P/a/m cx. (3) Abraham, ſame with Beban, 


Writer of P/alm Ixxxix. (4) Moſes, who firſt penned: Fſalm 


= * * E «2 


XC, and the ten next followin (5) Heman, Pſalm lxxxviii. (6) 


Feduthun. (7) Za. and the three Sons of Kerab. As to 
Ffaln lxxxviu. ſome aſcribe that to Hrabam. R. Aben Exra 
to Elezer, Abraham's Servant. As to P/alm xc. a Greek Wri- 
ter, quoted by Fabricius, ſuppoſes the Author of it was not Mo- 
ex the Lawgiver, but another Mo/ex cotemporary with David. 
Cod. F ſeudapigr. V. T. p. 837. Some reckon theſe ten, Moſes, 
Dawid, Solomon, Aſaph, Heman, Ethan, Jedutbun, and the three 
Sous af Tura: which Enumeration: is fomewhat more plaufible 
or. leſgabſurd than the foregoing, yet not juſt. Fſali bai, and 
ii, probably were written by Dawid. not Salomon... $ 4 
HTC no 


And there are few of them but what are moſt ex- 


| 
{| 
| 


40 A Treatiſe on Forms of Prayer | 
whole of it is not a Collection of Prayers of all ſorts. 
Several of theſe P/alms, which very Name ſignifies 
their being made to be ſung, have not ſo much as 
one Petition, or one Thankſgiving, or one Invoca- 
tion of the Name of God, in them. The petitionary 
Part of others, is but ſmall ; they being chiefly 
Hiſtorical, or Doctrinal, or Exhortatory, or Pro- 
phetical. One of them is an Epithalamium, or Mar- 
riage Song, a Song of Loves. Six of them, the 
113th, x14th, 115th, 116th, 117th, 118th; are 
called by the Fetus the great Hymn, and were ſung at 
their three principal Feſtivals, particularly the Paſſ- 
over, Fifteen of them, the 120th, and the four- 
teen next following, are called, each of them, 4 
Song of Degrees; either becauſe they were ſung with 
2 greater Elevation of the Voice than uſual, or be- 
cauſe, as Dr Lightfoot ſays, they were ſung on the 
' fifteen Stairs that roſe into the Courts of the Tem- 
ple. Others of the Pſalms were ſung ordinarily on 
each Day of the Week. On the firſt Day of the 
Week they ſung the 24th P/alm: On the 2d Day, 
the 48th: On the 3d Day, the 82d: On the 4th 
Day, the 94th: On the gth Day the 8 iſt: On the 
6th Day, the 93d: On the 5th, or Sabbath Day, 
the gad, which is entitled, A Pſalm or Song, not a 
ſett Form of Prayer, for the Sabbath Day*. This 
is told us from the Jews, none of whom any where 
inform us, that all, or any, of the Pſalms were ſta- 
tedly, or occaſionally, us'd in their Temple Service, 
as ſett Forms of Prayer. The prefix d Title of ma- 
ny of them recommends them, expreſsly, to the 
chief Muſician, or Leader of the ſacred Chorus of 
Singers. Whereas ſome of them have ſuch Names as 
Aſaph, Heman, Ethan, Feduthun * prefixed to them, 


* 7eduthun, tho" he propheſied with an Harp to give 
and to praiſe the Lord, wrote no P/alm. evo Pſalms to 
which his Name is prefixed, were written, one by Davie, the 


r 
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the Opinion of ſome learned Mien, that they were 


ſkilful Muficians,, whoſe Buſineſs it was to ſet thoſe 
Pſalms to proper Tunes, and then ſing them. The 
Word Selah, which occurs above ſeventy Times in 
this ſacred Book of the P/alms, ſome. take to. be a 
Muſical Note, the uſe of which was to direct the 


| Maſters of the Muſick in ſinging or playing. The 


Targum, indeed, renders it by a word that ſignifies 
always, and there are various Opinions about the 
meaning of it. But, ſays Dr F. Edwards, It is 


© an Argument to me, that Selah, was of uſe in 


Mick and Singing, becauſe it is rendered by the 


Greet Interpreters, Ga aaa, and becauſe we meet 
with it in the Pſalms only, and in Habakkuk, 


Ch. iii. 3. 9, 13. which Chapter is a kind of 
* Pſalm, or Canticle, and might as well ſerve for 
a part of the ancient Jewiſh Liturgy, as any of the 
Pſauns of Dauid. Many, indeed, of theſe divine 
Pſalms,” or Odes, are expreſsly called Prayers. The 
goth was a Prayer of Moſes, the Man of God. To 


ſeveral others we find this Title prefixed, A Prayer 


of David. The 102d is entitled, A Prayer of the 
Midted, when he is overwhelmed, and poureth out bis 


Complaint before the Lord. And at the cloſe of the 


72d Pſalm we find theſe Words affixed to it; by 
whom, or when, we can't ſay, The Prayers of Da- 
other by Aſaph the Seer. Twelve of the P/a/ms ſeem to have 
Aſaph's Name prefix d as the Author of them. The three Sons 
of Korah, Affir, Elkanah, and Abiaſaph, were not Seers, or 


- P/alx Writers, but Temple Muſicians, to whom eleven P/alms 


are recommended. Heman, and Ethan, the Writers of P/alm 


88, and 89. were, ſays Lightfoet, Grandchildren of Judab by 


Zera, and wrote thoſe P/alms in Egypt, during the Oppreſſion of 
Iſrael there. Others ſay, they were Levites cotemporary with 


Dawid. But what ſeems moſt likely is, that there were two others 
-of the ſame Names, who lived long after, and wrote in the Time 


of the Babyloniſh Captivity. Be that as it will, the Writers of 


the Book of  P/a/ms were, probably no more, or leſs, than theſe 
five, Moſes, David, Aſapb, Heman, Ethan; unleſs with Dr Lee 
we add Ezra. Fide ahi At p. 42. 4 


452. 
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vid, the Son of Jeſſe, are ended, Now what does this 
Title of Prayers 7 applied to many of the Pſalms, as 
well as the Song of Habatkut, chap. iii. 1. intimate 
to us? Not that theſe, or any 'of the reſt, were uſed 
as ſett Forms of publick aher, ly ſo _ 
as Prayer 1 is a Part of Worſhip p- iſtin& Wer Sing 
ing; for they were compoſed in Verſe, and mate to 
be ſung. Tho? they conſiſt partly of Petitions, con- 
tain in them other Addreſſes to Ged, and are of uſe, 
with other Parts of Scripture, to direct us in 4 
and furniſh us with Matter and Expreſſions for this 
devout Exerciſe z yet the Scripture no where teaches 
us to regard them either as proſe Prayers, of which 
kind are the Prayers of every Liturgy extant, or as 
ſtated Forms of publick Prayer, properly fo called. 
As to 2 Chron. xxix. 30. we gather from thence, that 
Aſaph, the Seer, was a Compoſer of Pſalns, as well 
as David; and that in HezekiaÞ's Time, as well as 
long before, the Levites were wont to praiſe God in 
the Words of both, or to ſing the P/ahns and Odes 
of both thoſe divine Penmen : But it ſays nothing of 
their offering up the Words of David and Aleph. or 
any other, as ſtated Forms of publick Prayer. We 
Proteſtant Diſſenters often praiſe the Lord with the 
Words of David and Aſapb the Seer: This we can 
do wih Gladneſs, and reckon it our Duty ſo to do, 
without joining therewith ſuch formal Addreſſes to 
God, or ſuch ſett Forms of publick Prayer, as we 
are now ſearching after the Original, and Antiquity of. 
What the publick Worſhip, or 2 of God's an- 
tient People was, the Scr dees alone certainly in- 
form us. * Beliden ſacrificing to the Lord, and other 


1 Tis worthy of remark, that Origen, in his genuine Work againſt 
Celſiu, often calls the Book of Pſalms ev'y At * e or ſome par- 
ticular Pſalm eu xu Prayer. This has lee eſs blund ring 
Vindicators of human Forms to ſuppoſe, and — without the 


leaſt ground for it, that Origen quotes ſeveral Paſſages of Scripture 
from ſome Euchology, or — Book, then in uſe ; hen indeet] 


the ex 2 by him, are no other than the Book of Palms. 


* 
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e that were to ceaſe on the coming and 
death of Chriſt, the manner of the Jews in 1 old 
Tune was, to read and ex pound, the written Word of 
Gad; to. ſing and to pray. Reading the Scripture; in 
publick is ſpoken of Nebem. viii, 18. They read, 
what? Not either Apocryphal Books, or precom- 
pos'd, Forms of Prayer; but the Book of the Law 
of God. After Ezra's Time a reading of the Pro- 
phets, . likewiſe, came into uſe, As xiii, 13. With 
reading was join'd expounding, or preaching ; both 
Apa being pointed at, 2 having 1 in 4 
es Time, iſed among them, 4 
xv. 21. lis: lng ! a9 ture Plalms and Hymns, 
which were, indeed, ſett 5 66k of divine Inſpira- 
tion and Appointment ; this, too, we read of as 
practiſed both occaſionally and ſtatedly, both before 
and after the Captivity. Exod. xv. 1. Judg. v. 1. 
1 Chron. xvi. 7. are Inſtances and Proofs, of publick 
finging on ſpecial Occaſions. Some other Texts ſig- 
nify to us the Hate Practice of it in David's Time, 
and afterwards, 1 Chroy, xxiii. 30. Nebem. xii. 24. 
That Prayer was a branch of their ſtated publick 
Worſhip, t this is hinted in 1 Kings viii, 38. Again 
tis expreſsly mention'd as practisd in Zzra's Time. 
Nebem. viii. 6. No branch of Religion is more ne- 
ceſſary, in the Nature of it, or oftner directed to, 
even. in the Old Teſtament, than Prayer. It was 
never poſſible, either for the true Servants of Gd to 
live without calling upon him in ſecret, or for ſerious 
devout Worſhippers to aſſemble together, without 
5 55 in publick. This, accordingly, was done 
by God's antient People. The Houſe of Gop, even 
| — Old Teſtament Times, was an Houſe of Prayer. 
The People of Gad then were a praying People; and 
the Leaders in publick Worſhip, were withour 
doubt, praying Miniſters ; not readers of a preſcrib- 
ed Liturgy, in the modern Senſe of the Word (the 


Old 3 ys nothing of that) not „ 
4 2 
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of precomposid ſett Forms, (this, 10 the Old Te- 
ſtament is ſilent about) but Men * Prayer; Men 
furniſhed with praying, as well as other miniſterial, 
Abilities. For, while the Scriptures of the Old Te- 
ſtament are utterly ſilent as to ſuch Forms as we are 
ſearching for, they preſent us with many plain In- 
ſtances of Free Brake.” This was practiſed not only 
in the Antemoſaic Times, but — Such 


Was the Prayer of Moſes, Exod. xxxii. 11, 12, 13. 


and that in ver. 21, 32. Such, doubtleſs, was the Prayer 
of Hannah, 1 Sam. i. 10, 11. Such was the Prayer 
of David, which we have the Subſtance of, 1 Sam. 
vii. 18, &c Such was the Prayer of Nehemiah, Ch. 

5. and Ch. ii. 4. Such was the Prayer of Heze- 


kad, 2 Kings xx. 3. Theſe I ſelect as Inſtances of 
free private Addreſſes to God; beſides which there are 


recorded, without doubt, for our Inſtruction and 
Imitation, ſeveral plain Inſtances of free publick Pray- 
er; of which kind were Solomon's Prayers 17 
Benedict ion at the Dedication of the Temple, 

Kings viii. 12, 13, 15, 22, Sc. the Prayer of Aſs 
when in Danger from Zerab the Ethiopian, 2 Kings 
xiv, 11. that of Jeboſbapbat, when threatned with an 
Invaſion of Moabites, and others. 2. Chron. xx. 6, 
Sc. that of Hezekiah, for ſome of the Fews. 2. 
Chron. xxx. 18, 19 and, again, on Occaſion of the 
Blaſphemies of Ache La. xxxvii. 15, 16. that 


of Ezra, ix. 5, 6, 7, 8, 6c. that of Nehemiah, ix. 6, 


7, 8, &c. Were not all theſe free Prayers? Is there 
the leaſt Appearance of theſe pious Perſons being li- 

mited, in their Addreſſes to God, by either ſtated, 
or occaſional, precompos'd Forms 2 | 
Some, therefore, being unable to find out a a+fired 
Fewih Liturgy in the Bible, ſcruple not to borrow 
help from the T' almud *, *, and boaſt of what they dif- 
cover 


2 The Talmud is a huge unweildy maſs of Fewiſf Traditions, 
7 here are two Talmuds, the Zeru/a/emone, and the Babylonian. The 


Jer: 
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cover for their purpoſe there. The Talmuds, it ſeems, 
ſpeak very plainly of eighteen old Prayers, an Epi- 
tome of them, and divers other preſcribed Forms 
of which Lightfoot” tranſcribes four or five from a 
Talmudical Trac, and Maimonides, Vol. i. p. 944, 
946. Thus the Writings of lying, fabulous, do- 
ting, ridiculous, blaſphemous 7ews are appealed to, 
for want of Scripture Evidence; and we muſt learn 
from them what was preſcribed to, and antiently 
actiſed by, the Church and People of God! What 
is this Talmud that is ſo often quoted to ſerve a turn? 

« Tis, ſays one, a Rhapſody of idle Dreams, ground- 

5 lefs Fables, curſed Errors, ſuperſtitious Rites and 

Practices; yea (if we inſtance in the Babyloniſh 

* Talmud) of horrid Blaſphemies againſt Cbriſt, of 

« Obloquies againſt the Moſaic Law itſelf, and of 

« Contradictions, even to the light of Nature.“ Which 

Witneſs is generally allowed to be true. Now are ſuch 

Writings as theſe, ſo ſtuff'd with Lies, Fooleries, 

and Blaſphemies, and publiſhed ſo long after the 

lateſt Scripture Times, worthy of the leaſt credit, 
or regard, in the preſent Caſe ? But ſuppoſing them 
more creditable than'they really are, who can cer- 
tainly tell the Antiquity of any of theſe Talmudical 

Forms? The eighteen, ſay ſome, were compos'd by 
Ezra, and the Men of the great Synagogue. But 
how do they know this? The Suppoſition is ridicu- 
lous. © Tis borrowed from Books even later than the 
Talmuds. If Ezra had compos'd theſe Forms, we 
ſhould probably have found them in the Old Teſta- 


Feruſalem Talmud was put together by ſome Jews of Judea, was 

compleated about 4. D. 300, and conſiſts of one very large fo- | . 
lio Volume. The Babyloniſb Talmud is much larger, was finiſhed 
about A. D. 500, was made by the Jews of Babylon. Each of | 
them contains the Miſbna, or Text, and the Gemara, or Com- 
ments on that Text. Theſe Books are the Religion of moſt of 

the preſent Jews, all of them, except the Karaites, a ſmall in- | 
conſiderable Se, that reject unwritten Traditions, and are for 
adhering ſolely to the Old Teſtament Scriptures, 


ment, 
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ment, or heard ſomewhat of them there. We have 
no creditable Relation of what Ezra did, but thoſe 
of the Scripture. That he pray'd in a free Way we 
well know, from the Old Teſtament ; that he ever 
Forms of Prayer, and recommended the 
Uſe of them to the Jeuiſh Church, we know not, 
nor any body elſe. Some of the eighteen Prayers 
(as Dr Prideaux allows) ſeem to be compos'd after 
the Deſtruction of Feru/alem, and to have Reference 
to it. A reducing them to the Form and Order, in 
which the Talmud them, is aſcribed to one 
Simeon Patoli, who, for aught we know, might be 
the Deviſer and Framer of theſe doughty Forms. 
Whoever patch'd them together, or devis'd things of 
this Nature, it matters not. Tis enough for us that 
the Scriptures ſay nothing of them, give no Counte- 
nance to them. That neither tbeſe, nor any thing 
like them, was preſcribed to the antient Fews, by 
any divine Authority, the very ſilence of the Scrip- 
ture concerning them ſufficiently proves; and that 
ſuch Forms were not made uſe of by the Jes, while 
they continued to be the Church and People of God, 
is as evident from their being no where reproved, for 
the Uſe of ſuch an uncommanded Way of praying, 
by either the Prophets of the Old Teſtament, or by 
Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, afterwards. For (howe- 
ver ſome may plead that, poſſibly, this manner of 
publick praying might be eſtabliſhed among the an- 
tient Jeus, tho? the Scripture ſays nothing about it) 
let it be confider'd, what a particular, punctual ac- 
count the Old Teſtament gives of all the various 
Services, Modes, and Rites, that were preſcribed to 
God's antient People; how ſtrictly they were charg d 
no way to deviate. from the Appointments of their 
God, by diminiſhing from them, or adding to them 
how ſevere the God of 1/rae! was againſt ſeveral, (as 
Nadab and Abibu, the Men of Beihſbemeſb, Uzzab, 
&c.) for preſuming to do the leaſt Things, in rela- 

| i N tion 
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tion to the Service of God, without a divine War- 
rant; let theſe . = eg and it won't 
| in the l bable, that the Scripture ſhould 
yy utterly dent about preſcribed fete Forms of 
publiak ys =] * = Uſe mech xe preſcribed 
God, or hed among his profeſſing Pro | 
But I had almoſt forgot the — Chronicle — 
ſome Formaliſts appeal to, and the particular Forms 
aſcribed to certain great Men of the old 
beſides them hinted at already. It has been obſerv'd 
by divers learned Men (ſays Fakner) that the Samu- 
< ritan Chronicle ſpeaketh of a Book of Prayers, us'd 
by the Fews at their Sacrifices, from the Time of 
their Legate — until _ day.“ Nr Chronicle 
ſpoken of is, I ſuppoſe, the ſame. with what Fofc 
rpm refers to, when he ſays, We have a — 
« Chronicle of the Samaritans, tranſlated from the 
Hebrew into Arabick, but wrote in Samaritan 
Characters.“ In it are many Things worthy of 
remark, altho* ſometimes blended with Samaritas 
Fables. It begins with the Death of Maſes, and goes 
lower than the Reign of the Emperor Adrian. Tis 
therefore called the Book of Joſbua, becauſe it be- 

ins with his Government, upon the Death of Mojfes. 
The Author of this Chronicle, ſay learned Men, is 
unknown. So are to me the particular Contents of 
it. I know no more of it than the Abſtract pub- 
liſhed by Fabricius, from a Manuſcript of Hottinger, 

and ſome few Quotations from it, I have ſometimes 
met with. *Tis called by the Jets, the Chronicle 
of the Cutbeans, which is an Indication of their 
great Diſlike to, and Abhorrence of, this old Sama- 
Titan Legend. As, now-a- Days, every ſuperſtitious 
Se& likes it's own diſtinguiſhing Forms: beſt, ſo the 
Ferws prefer their own Lies and Traditions to thoſe 
= = Samaritans. | Theſe, * _ of :2 Book 
of Prayers compos'd by Moſes, and all along pre- 
ſery d among themſelves: For which they are ught'd 


\ 


=, 
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well as the Karaites, in their Turns, laugh at this, 
for ridiculouſly pretending, that their Oral Law, or 
the main Subſtance of their Ta/mud, was of divine 
Original, as being delivered by God himſelf to Moſes 

on t Sinai. Whether this pretended Book of 
Prayers is in the Samaritan Chronicle, I can't ſay : 

Neither is it material. The 37th Chapter of this 
Chronicle treats, as of Rites, and Ceremonies of 
divers Kinds, ſo of Hymns, Prayers, Benedictions, 
and other Offices of Piety, mentioned by Moſes in 


the Pentateuch. But as Moſes gives no account of 


preſcribed ſett Forms of praying to God, ſo we pay 
no regard either to theſe Prayers, and Benedictions, 
of the old Samaritan Cbronicle, or to the pretended 
ones of Foſhua, Solomon, and others. Unto Joſbua, 
Fewiſh Fables aſcribe a certain Benediction, and Form 
of Prayer; the former of which is to this Purpoſe, 
as ſome learned Men give it us. Bleſſed art thou, 
O Lord, the God of our Fathers, who haſt brought 
© forth Bread to ſtrengthen Man' $ heart. Thou our 
God art bleſſed for evermore.* The latter is much 
too tedious to be rehearſed. When pronounced by 
the Jets, at going out of their Synagogues, it con- 
tains horrid Blaſphemies, againſt Chiſt, and the Goſ- 
pel, which are uſually omitted in their printed Copies. 
This ſufficiently betrays the forgery. Had 7oſhua 
been, indeed, the Compoſer of it, it wou'd hardly 
have contain'd ſuch bold impudent Slalpheniies, 
as they are aſhamed, or afraid, to publiſh. Is 
Solomon, according to the Fetus, was another who 


compos d Forms 3 or at leaſt a Form of Prayer. In 
how trifling a manner they infer this, Fabricius tells 


us from Wagenſeil. They gather it from the initial 
Letters of 1 855 Words, — at the beginning of a cer- 
tain Prayer, which put together make the Name 
Solomon, and from an Hebrew Word which ſignifies, 
. King, coming next after thoſe four Words al- 


ready 


at by the Talmudical Fews, while the Samaritans, as 
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ready mentionꝰd. From hence they learnedly con- 
clude, that the Prayer referr'd to was compos'd by no 
other Perſon than Solomon ihe King: Which Fewi/b 
reaſoning, is of a piece with the arguings of ſome 
Chriſtian Doctors aforemention'd, But, miſerably weak 
and deſpicable is the cauſe, which, for want of Scripture 
ſupports, muſt borrow help from either Samaritan, 
or Talmudical, Forms and Fables. — I now go on to, 


Prop. III. There is as little Proof of precompos'd ſett 
Forms of publick Prayer being as antient as the Apoſta- 
lical Age. As the old Church of the Jews, ſo the 
primitive Churches of Chriſt were utter ſtrangers 
to this kind of Forms. For as our Lok D dictated 
none, while he was here on Earth, ſo we don't find 
that the Apoſtles preſcrib'd any, or ever gave a Com- 
miſſion to any others to compoſe ſuch Forms; much 
leſs both to compoſe and to impoſe them, which is the 
Caſe of ſome. modern Liturgies. If the Apoſtles 
were compoſers of ſett Forms of Prayer, where are 
they recorded? Why were they not preſerv'd by the 
primitive Chriſtians; and inſerted into the New Teſta- 
ment Canon ? An Apoſtolical Liturgy, or Body of 
Prayers, might be as valuable, uſeful, and worthy 
of the carefulleſt preſervation, as an Apoſtolical Epiſtle, — 
The Church Hiſtory of the New Teſtament (the 
only. Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory that may be abſolutely 
depended on) preſents us with many plain inſtances - 
of free Prayer, and gives us ſome inſtructive ac- 
counts-of the publick Worſhip of the Primo-primi- 
tive Chriſtian Church; but ſays nothing from which 
impartial enquirers can infer the, then, uſc of preſcrib'd 
ſett Forms of publick Prayer. What, were. the 
Prayers recorded in As i. 24, 25. Chap. iv. 24, 
25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30. but conceiv'd or free Pray- 
ers? Is there, in either of theſe texts, the leaſt 
ſign, or ap nce, of ſo much as an occafional 
precoinpos'd Form ? * true, They lift up on” 
351 Voice 
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Voice with one accord, ' or as the Word ſignifies, un- 
animomſy. While ſome one of 'the company ſpake, 
in a ſerious ſaitable Addreſs to God, as the preſent 
caſe diy rea: the hearts of the reft concurr'd with 
the ſpeaker on this occaſion. To ! lift up the Voice 
with one accord,” is no other than to pray with 
united Hearts; or to agree, and cordially join, in a 
pertinent Addreſs to the heart-fearching God; which 
is oft done by a company of ſerious Chriſtians, not 
all ſpeaking together, but one ſpeaking for all, and 
the hearts of the reſt joining with bim; which 
certainly is ſufficient to render it joint unanimous 
Prayer. How often is a ſpeech aſcribed to a ſmaller, 
or larger, company, when one only aCtudlly ſpeaks, 
with the conſent, or agreeably to the ſentiments, of 
all the reſt ? Both the Scriptures, and other writ- 
ings, abound with plain undeniable inſtances of his. 
If che zealots for ſett Forms of Prayer, or precom- 
pot sd occaſional Forms, cou'd prefent us with, in- 
ances to the purpoſe, we ſhou'd not be tir'd with 
fach impertinences as we are put off with in the 
ent debate. As what we find, in the two 

flages already cited, looks as like praying in a 

ee Way as any thing can well do; ſo *tis reaſonably 

Yrefſum?d, that all the other Prayers referr*d to in the 
A, of the Apoſtles were of the like kind, See 
Chap. vi. 4, 6. Chap. viii. 1 55 22, 24. Chap. x. 2, 
9, 30. Chap. ix. 40. Chap. xiii. 3. Chap. xiv. 23. 
Chap. XVI. 25. Chap xx. 36. Chap. xi. 5. Chap. XXil. 
17. Chap. xxvii, 35. Chap. xxvin. 8, _ 

Azain, The Epiſtles of the New Teſtament ſet 
before us ſeveral Directions in regard to the Duty of 
Prayer. Chriftians are exhorted to © pray without 
ccaling, 1 The/. v. 17. to © pray every where, lifting 
up holy hands,“ 1 Tim. ii. 8. to © pray for their Mi- 
4 9 and the ſuccefs of the Goſpel, 2 T in. 1. 
Colef. iv. 3. Epheſ. vi. 19. to © pray for all Saints, and 
8 n men, * vi. 18. 1 Tim. il. I, 53 eee 
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the Holy Ghoſt,” Jude 20. to pray with all Prayer 
and Supplication, watching thereunto,* Epbeſ. vi. 18, 
But with all, the true Apaſtolical Canons, relating to 

Prayer, we find none directing to the compoſure, or 
uſe, of ſett Fotms ſtated, or occafional ; ſecret, 
dotneſtick, or publick. Several Paſſages in the 
Epiltles preſent us with Patterns of Prayer, or dj+ 
retruries as to the matter of Prayer; but not one pre- 
ſerib'd fett Form. What ſome are fo weak as to 
argue from, 1 Tim. ii. 1. is unworthy of a ſerious 
reply to it. I exhort — that firſt of all Suppli- 

c cations, Prayers, Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks, 
be made for all Men.” This ſome wou'd interpret 
as a direction for the compoſing of Forms. The 
* phraſe which we render, making of Prayers, tho', 
© ſays Falkner, it may either ſignify that Prayers be 
put up to God, or that they be compos'd, in this 


place it may well intend both.“ But why ſo? That 


the Text admits of the former ſignification all will 
grant; and that it either requires, or will admit of, 
the latter, none can prove. The Compilers of the 
Communion Office of the Church of England plainly 
underſtood this Apoſtolical Direction as given not 

to ſuch men as Timothy was, but to all Chriſtians, 
who are hereby directed not to compoſe Liturgies, or 
Forms of lick Prayer, but to make, i. e. put up, 
Prayers and Supplications, and to give Thanks for 


all Men, — From whence can we certainly learn, 


what the Worſhip of the primitive Church was, and 
that of Chriſtians in all Ages ought to be, but from 
the New Teſtament ? The Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, 


and Canons, which Miniſters and Chriſtians owe obe- 
dience to, are found no where but here. Now there 


is nothing in thefe ſacred Books, no Precept or Ex- 
any manner of countenance to 
either the Impofition, or Uſe, of publick preſcrib'd 
Forms of Prayer, human or divine : So that how 


common ſoever, and how much admired ſoever, 


G 2 Forms 
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Forms of this kind are not, and have been for many 
Ages paſt ; from the beginning. of the Chriſtian 
Church, or in the pureſt and beſt Chriſtian times, it 
was much otherwiſe, | 9 
There are, indeed, certain old Ziturgies father'd 
on the Apoſtles, or ſome of hem, or particular apoſto- = 
ical perſons. Theſe are, the Liturgy of the Con- | 
ſtitutions, or the Clementine Liturgy * as it is called; 
the Liturgy of St James ſaid to be antiently us'd in 
the Church of Feruſalem, of which it is pretended 
he was the firſt Biſhop ; the Liturgies of St Peter; 
that of St Matthew ſaid to be us'd by the Ethiopians ; 
that of St John; that of St Mark pretended to be 
the antient Liturgy of the Church of Alexandria; 
that of St Luke, entitled the Liturgy of the- twelve 
Apoſtles. Of all which Liturgies, the firſt is the 
beſt, or the leaſt corrupt. Moſt of them are, not- 
ably, ting'd with Idolatry, and Blaſphemy. None of 
them were known for ſeveral centuries after Chriſt. 
They are, therefore, generally allow'd by learned Pro- 
teſtants, and many Papiſts too, to be ſpurious. The 
moſt zealous ſticklers for them as Fohnſon, Hickes, 
Brett, Sc. are forc'd to allow, that all of them are 
conſiderably interpolated, except the frft z that none 
of them, except this, were written before St BaſiPs 
time, or about fifty Years after the Council of Nice; 
but were preſerv'd for Ages together, if you can believe 
it, by Tradition only. Some learned Men have taken 
pains to tranſcribe, and publiſh, all theſe Liturgies; 
with an account of the Particulars in which they 
agree, or differ from each other. As the frft is by 
all allow'd to be the beſt, (tho? it does not appear ta 
have been ever us'd in any of the antient Churches; 
and is thought to be conſiderably interpolated, ſince 
the firſt Publication of it) I content 'myſelf with 
* *Tis ſo call'd becauſe Clement of Rome is ſuppos'd to have 
compiled the Book of Conſtitutions, in which this Liturgy is 
contain'd, by the Qrdex and Directions of the Apoſtles. 


briefly 


* in 1 moſt antiene U r yn nf RAE Lij- 


of Human Compoſition, \&c. '$3 
briefly | putting together ſeyeral Superſtitions con- 


turgy. e | 
I. Ar the ning of this Liens . is an 


Order for all Non - communicants to depart, when the 


Lord's Supper was to be adminiſtred. Let none 


« of the Catechumens, none of the Hearers, none of 


© the Infidels, none of the Heterodox ſtay. You who 
have pray'd the former Prayer, depart®*.” This or- 


der, I am bold to ſay, is not Apoſftalical : It has no 


foundation in | Scripture, Reaſon, | or 'the earlieſt 
Church Writers. 


2. The order of 88 here join'd with 


Infidels, Hereticks, and others, was unknown in the 
Primo- primitive Times. Theſe Catechumens were a 
ſett of Chriſtian Proſelytes, not as yet admitted to 
Baptiſm, Yet, in the Apoſtles times, as ſoon as any 
became Proſelytes to the Chriſtian Profeſſion, they 
were baptiz d. Alt ii. 41. Chap. xvi. 15, 33. Chap. 
viii. 12. The Miſſa Catechumenorum of atter-times, 
the diſmiſſion and [diſcipline of the Catechumens, 


tho much preferable to the modern eſtabliſh'd neg- 


divinely inſpir'd Teachers of the Church never _—_ 


le& of a godly Diſcipline (not without formal Pro- 


feſſions, every Year, of the want of it) were un- 


known to the primitive Age: The Apoſtles did not 
think fit to introduce ſuch an order. And what 


Liturgy-makers, or pretended Church Governors, can 
prove their being authoriz'd to appoint, what the 


upon them to eſtabliſh? 


3. The Biſhop and his Priefts are diſtinguiſhed: in 


fuch a manner as the New Teſtament, and Chriſtian 
Writers of the two firſt centuries, give no coun- 


d Te has been a 8 Whether in the Ages next after the 
WY rf Prayer was wholly confin'd to the Euchariftical 
Mice. 


HP Part of the Conſtitutiaus was Oy led. 


tenance 


his Paſſage ſhows it was not ſo, when, and where, the | 
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| 
1 
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tenance to. Let the Deacons bring the Gifts to 
< the Biſhop, — and let the Prieſts ſtand on his right- 
© hand, and on his left, as diſciples by their mafter.* 
This agrees well enough with the Ignatian Epiſtles 
(the Interpolator, or Framer, of which might be 
the ſame bungler' that patch'd together the pretended 
Apoſtolical Conflitutions) but not with the New 70%. 


Chriſtian writers. 
4. The Application of the Name, Altar, to the 
n Communitn-Table, which we find in this Liturgy, is 
not Primitive or A ical. Let the Deacons 
*,bring the Gifts — to the Altar. Let two of the 
© Deacons on each fide of the Mar, Ge. — The 
s — having pray id ſecretiy, — and ſtanding 
at the Mar? 
5. The Biſhop's ſhining Veſtment, whatever it was, 
whether no better then a pure white Linnen Sur- 
lice, or ſomewhat more coſtly and ſplendid, was, 
ſuppoſe, no Primitive or Apoſtolical mode. It 
ight ſuit well enough with the Ach, zth,. or the 
centuries; but not fo well with the age 
of the Apoſiles, who recommended a purity and 
ſimplicity 2 Chriſtian Worſhip, which following 
times did not chuſe ſtrictly tu conform to. 

6. The Fan, or Fly-flap, recommended to the 
uſe of ſome of the Deacons, is at beſt a childiſh 
Toy, or a f. „that favours not fo much of 
Apoſtolical wiſdom, as of the folly, and fuper- 


ſition, of fome after · times. Let two of the Dea- 
© cons — hold up a Fan compos d of thin mem- 


_ © branes, or the feathers of 4 Peacock, of fine 
cloth; and let them fl 


+ gnats, that they may not 
wiſe caution this 


7. The Bithop having g put on his white, or ſhin- | 


ing, Veſtment, and ſtanding at the Altar, p 


for his Work by bens kae with the fign 1 
. 


ment, Clemens Romanus, Poycary, and the carlieſt 


drive away flies and 
11 into the cups.“ A 
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Croſs * on his forehead. Did the Apgfles do this, 
or recommend this? No. - Neither the New Tefta- 
ment, nor Fuftis Mariyr in his account of the 
Chriftian Manners and Worſhip, nor any prior to 
Tertullian take any notice of this ſilly ſuperſtition. 

8. The mutual ſalutations and bleflings of Minifter 
and People, the ſhort Suffrages, as they are cal'd, 
| next he the firſt Rubrick in this Liturgy, and again 
afterwards, are hardly conſiſtent "= the primitive 
manner in publick Worſhip. | 
* The Grace of Almighty ( 
Lord 'Jeſus Chriſt, and the Fellowſhip of the 
Holy Ghoſt be with you all.“ Then all wwith one 
Voice fay, And with thy Spirit. Biſbop. Lift up your 
* mind. People. We lift it up vuato the Lord? 
Biſhep. Let us give thanks unto the Lord. 
People. It is meet and right ſo to do.“ The 
matter of theſe ſuffrages is good. The r an- 
ſwers in ſenſe and meaning to that of the Apoſtle 
Paul, à Cor. xiv, 14. The reſt are pious Chriſtian 
Exhoftations and Profeffions, when ſpoken from the 
heart. But theſe reſponſes of Miniſter and People, 
and this uniting of voices in publick Worſhip, don't 
_ to us Primitive and Apoſtolical. We read 
of the People's ſaying Amen, at the officiating 
Miniſter's giving of thanks, in token of their al- 
ſent and conſent to the matter of his publick ad- 
dreſs to God. But the publick Re/pon/es, and Con- 
junction of voices, we here meet with, don't preſent 
themſelves to us any where in the New Teſtament; 
and not being appointed, by Divine er Apoſtelical 
authority there, we hold them to be needleſs 5 
and the ro Bike prefcriptian of ſuch unnece | 
things, in a Liturgy of 1 compolition, 40 be 
unwartantable. | 
| © ils with the F-gfap, and the Bilbep'v Bining Fo ure oen- 


ſured, even 2 — — 
the 


' the Liturgy conmin't in 

them, ef he Kl of Mc Wien in crying up, as Canonical 

| and Apettlical, the book which preſeribes Them. ne 
| | 9. 5 


- & 


us evidences both of - 
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9. The long Euchariftical Prayer, that next offers it- 
ſelf, is not without it's faults. What ſhall we think as 
to this Sentence? Thou createdſt all things out 
of nothing by thine only begotten Son, begotten 
© before all ages, by no other means than thy 
Mill, thy Power, and thy Goodneſs. Is this Ari- 
aniſm, or. is it not? If the paſſage I have cited is 
not Arian, tis heedleſs ; and what, I imagine, an 
- Apoſtle, or Apoſtolical perſon, wou'd hardly have 
ſpoken. —. Precompos'd ſett Forms, then, are as 
hable, as Extempore Prayers, to improprieties of 
ſpeech, and down right nonſenſe, or falſe doctrine, 
of which this paſſage in the Clementine Liturgy is not 
the only inſtance that might, if needful, be produced. 
Beſides, as this long Euchariſtical Prayer ſeems not 
quite Evangelical enough, or ſufficiently ſuited to the 
lſemnity of the Lord's Supper; ſo it points at not 
only Bibs, Preſbyters, and Deacons, as three diſtinct 
Orders of Clergy, but at other Clergy befides theſe. 
© We pray to thee, O Lord, for —every Epiſcopate 
< rightly dividing the Word of Truth; — for the 
© whole Preſbytery z for the Deacons and all tbe 
* Clergy.” Here (1.) the name Clergy is appro- 
priated to Miniſters, inſtead of being applied to all 
God's People, as it is' by the Apoſtle Peter, 1 Pet. 
v. 3. agreeably to the Old Teſtament, Deut. my 
Wa: | 3 5 (2.) 4 


4 Clemens Romanus, in his Epiſtle to the Corinthians, f. 

of, o Aaixos avIpwros, in diſtinction from the High-Prieft, 
and Levites, of the Legal Diſpenſation; but the diſtinction of 
Clergy and Laity, as now us'd, is not only antiſcriptural, and 
a derogation from the . honour given to all God's people in both 
Teſtaments, but unknown to two firſt centuries, or at leaſt 
not diſcoverable till towards the cloſe of the ſecond ; about which 
time Deacons began to be reckon'd with the Clergy, in the modern 
ſenſe of that word. Tertullian is the firſt who plainly ſpeaks 
this way, and who as plainly acknowledges the Bie as Preſes 


= Preſbyterorum, or ſummus Sacerdos,. in a particular Church. To 


give one inſtance of all theſe together. Dandi quidem jus ha- 
£ bet ſummus Sacerdos, qui eſt Fpiſcopus ; Dehinc Preſbyteri & 
NES FOOT 23% F070 | Diaconi 5 
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(a.) Deacons are numbred among the Clergy, as the 
word is here us'd, with the Biſhop, and: Preſbyters x 
whereas the New Teſtament Deacon was appointed 
not to preach the Word, but to ſerve Tables; and 
if any, having been ſet apart to that buſineſs, did 
- afterwards become Miniſters of the Word, they were 
not ſuch as Deacons ; they were no longer Deacons 
then, but from the lower Office of Deaconſbip, they 
were promoted to the higher Order of Goſpel Mi- 
niſters. Tis certain the Office of a Deacon, as ſtated 
in the New Teſtament, and the ſervice perform'd 
by Deacons in this Liturgy, were greatly different. 


For here the Deacon publiſhes the order for Catechu- 
mens, and others to depart ; and practiſes a ſort of 


bidding Prayer to this purpoſe. * Let us further 
pray to God, thro? his Chriſt, in behalf of the Gift 
© that is offer'd to the Lord God, — for this Church 
and People, — for every Epiſcopate, for the Preſ- 
© bytery, for all Deacons, — for the whole Congre- 
- gation, — for Kings, Sc.“ — (3.) The Biſhop, his 
Preſbyters, and the Deacons are not the only Clergy 
here ſpoken of, and pray'd for: So matters ſtood when 


this pretended Apoſtolical Liturgy was compiled; 


but not during the Age of the Apoſtles, and within 
the times of the New Teſtament, which acknowledges 
no more than two ſtanding Orders of Officers, Biſhops 
and Deacons, Herein Clements Epiſtle plainly agrees 
with the New Teſtament ; and the Conſtitutions vary 
from both. 3 | 


© Dijaconi ; non tamen fine Epiſcopi auctoritate, propter Ec- 
« clefiz honorem, quo ſalvo ſalva pax eſt.” He argues that the 
Power of baptizing belongs chiefly to the B;/op, or chief Prieſt, 
and in Subordination to him, to Preſoyters and Deacons. 

Baptiſm. Chap. xvii. To this purpoſe the Conſtitutions, and 
Canons, of the Apoſtles ſo call'd ; but not the New Teſtament, or 
Clemens Romanus, or Juſtin Martyr, or any one prior to the age 
of Tertallian., © N 
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Again. In this Liturgy, and the Euchariſtical or 
Thanksgiving Prayer, we find a ſolemn Oblation , 
or Form of offering to God the Elements of the 

Lord's Supper, as Pein ng made the Repreſentative 
Body and ood of Chriſt. This nest de next after 
the Words of Inſtitution. Wherefore having in re- 
* membrance his Paſſion, Sc. we offer to thee, our 
« Kiog and our God, according to his Inftitution, 
© this Bread and this Cup; giving thanks to thee 
« thro him, that thou ha vouchſ| ed to us the Ho- 
* nour of ſtanding and facrificing unto thee.“ With 
which /olemn Qblation, as of a real proper Sacrifice, 
there is next join'd, 

A Prayer for the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, in 
arder to the — 1 nja becoming the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, for ſpiritual and faying Purpoſes. 

* And ſend down, O RN ſelf-ſufficient Gay, thy 


© holy Spirit, the Witneſs of the Sufferings of our 


© Lord, on this Sacrifice, that he may make this 
* Bread the Body of thy Cbriſ, and this Cup the 
c Blood of thy Cbriſt; that all, who ſhall N 
of them, may be confirmed in Godlineſs, may 
receive the Forgiyeneſs of their Sins, may be de- 
- © livered from the Wiles of the Deyil, may be filled 
with the Holy Ghoft, may be made worthy of 
thy Chriſt, and may obtain everlaſting Life : Thou, 
6 2 Lord Almighty, being reconciled to them.?“ 

I u next mention what ſhould have been ſpoken of 
before, the Mixture of Wine and Water! in the 
ſacramental Cup. Having mingled the Cup with 
* Wine and Water, and bleſſed it, he gave it to 


This Oblation, with the three things 1 Mo mean = | 


pleaded for by Jobnſon, Brett, and other 3 h fliers, as thin 
of great importance, and eſſential to a Lot by lebration of x 
Euchariſt : But tho all theſe four Fees are found in the 
menting, and all the of Litus ies; they are all wan 

| e Ch. of E. that Cie hae whoſe 


ent ; Sha Bo Office of 


ny conformable to Antiquity. 
. them, 


Vorſhip, Diſcipline, and . are ſo often boaſted of as 


— 
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them, ſayi Drink ye all of it; This is mY 
« Blood,” Sc. What a ſtir have ſome made of late 
about this Mixture, with the Oblation and Prayer fot 
the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, aforementioned. As to 
the Mixture. Tis undoubtedly as antient as Juſtin 
Martyr's Time, (which is more than can be ſaid of 
the Oblation, Prayer for the Deſcent, and the other 
ſuperſtitions already noted) and, for t wekhow, 
it might be uſed even in the Apoſtles days, it being 
then uſual in the Eaſtern Parts, to mingle their 
Wine with Water, on every occaſion ; but as the 
New Teftament takes no notice of this Mixiure, 
and ſpeaks of no other Elements in the Lord's Sup- 
per but Bread ard Wine, the Mixture ſpoken of 
can't be deemed neceſſary, ought not to be contend- 
ed for, as eſſential to a due Adminiſtration of the 
ſacred Ordinance; but is to be look'd upon as a 
matter of indifference ; none having any authority 
to appoint what the great Lawgiver of his Church 
has not appointed, or to inſert in their eſtabliſhed 
Forms, what is not proveable from the written 
Word. 1 2 
Again, We find in this Old Liturgy, a Prayer, 


or Offering, for all departed Saints. * We offer to 


© thee, for all the Saints who have pleaſed thee from 
the Beginning of the World; the Patriarchs, Pro- 
* phets, Righteous Men, Apoſtles, Martyrs, Con- 
© feſfſors, Biſhops, Prieſts, Deacons--and all whoſe 
names thou knoweſt.” | | | 
Again. Mention is made, once and again, nct 
only of Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, but Subdea- 
cons 8, Readers, Singers, Aſceticts, Deatoneſſes, Vir- 
8 H 2 gins, 


s Theſe are ſometimes called by the Ancients, Minor Clerus, 


— 


in diſtinctiom from Biſhops and Preſbyters.— And not only theſe, 


but Readers, Singers, Porters, are elſewhere ſpoken of, as 


 Kanpior, Clergy, AA ue Tos norntors KAnprnoss entlperouer 
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* Mo Ta&lsy 


1 6 Cn & 
* 6 \ 
"Mid" 2 * 
3 * 3 


bo ATreatiſe on Forms of Prayer 


Fins, Widows. All theſe are diſtinguiſhed from the 
Laity, and mark*d as particularly ſacred, both in 
the long thankſgiving Prayer, and in a following 
Rubrick, directing the order in which all preſent 
ſhould receive the conſecrated Elements. After 
«© this let the Biſhop receive, then the Preſbyters, and 
« Deacons, and Subdeacons, and Readers, and Singers, 
and Aſceticks; and of the Women, the Deaconeſſes, 
* Virgins, Widows: Afterwards the Children, and 
© all the People in order, with fear and reverence, 
© without tumult or noiſe.” The mention here 
made of Children is to be particularly noticed by us : 

I add therefore zun: 

Another of the Corruption, of this Liturgy, and 
that is Infant Communion. The Children ſpoken of 
_ to be Infants, Theſe we know' were admitted 

o partake of the Euchariſt, in the third Century, 
and for ages afterwards. How much earlier this 
was than Cyprian's time, we can't ſay. Juſtin Mar- 
tyr, Ireneus, Tertullian, and other ante Cyprianick 
Fathers, as well as the New Teſtament, are ſilent 
about it. But it ſeems this Practice had been brought 
in, and was probably become general, when this 
bundle of Forms was put together, 

Theſe, now, are the Blemiſbes, or Corruptions, of 
what ſome few celebrate as the moſt ancient Liturgy 
extant, as the faireſt exemplar of the primitive apo- 
ſtolical Form of adminiſtring the Euchariſt, and 
as the Tot, or Standard. according to which all other 


| Liturgies are to be tried, or judged of.—In ſome 


things, - worthy of remark, it does indeed differ 
from all the reſt above-mentioned, as 


1. It has not the Lord's Prayer init, A remark-. 


able, and to ſome, a ſurpriſing omiſſion this What 


rale, &fc. We permit not the reſt of the Clergy, ſuch as 
Readers, Singers, Porters, or Deacons to baptize, but only Bi- 


* ſhops and Preſbyters, the Deacons . unto them.) Con: 
8: Apoſtat. L. in. L. 11. 
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it may be owing to, I can't certainly ſay. Dr Brett 
ſuppoſes, that the Compiler of this Liturgy, at the 
concluſion of the general Interceſſion, put down the 

initial Words of the Lord's Prayer in this manner, 
Our Father, &c. which being omitted by the inad- 
vertency of tranſcribers, it happens not to be inſert- 
ed in any copies now extant. My conjecture is, 
that this Liturgy part of the Conſtitutions might be 
put together, while as yet the Lord's Prayer had no 
place in the Eucbariſtical Service, of ſome Churches 
at leaſt. If any aſk, When that might be? I an- 
ſwer, At any time before the ſeventh Century ; 
about the beginning of which the Prayer ſpoken of 
ſeems to have been firſt introduced into the Roman 
Communion Office by Gregory the Great. Before, 
or about his time, there was one Scholaſticus, or a 
Scholaſtic, who compoſed a Form of conſecrating the 
Elements for the uſe of the Roman Church. That 
Form of Scholaſticus, whoever he was, Gregory diſ- 
liking, he altered it, and added thereto the Lord's 
Prayer, in ſupport of which innovation he gave out, 
but without any manner of warrant for it, that the 
Apoſtles had been uſed to conſecrate with, or by a 
Repetition of, the Lord's Prayer. His words are 
theſe. * We therefore ſay the Lord's Prayer imme- 
© diately after the Prayer for Conſecration, becauſe 
it was the manner of the Apoſtles to conſecrate the 
« Elements, with nothing but the Prayer of our 
« LoRD s. And to me it appeared highly abſurd to 
repeat over the Elements the Form compoſed by 


How Gregory came by this notion, who can tell? Whether 
he had heard ſo, or deviſed it himſelf, tis evident from hence, 
that either he had never ſeen the Liturgy of the Conftitutions, or 
St Fames's, or St Peter's, or any of the pretended apoſtolical Li- 
turgies ; or if he ever ſaw any of them, he paid no regard to 
any one of them, as truly Apoſtolical. For the ir wants that 
Prayer which, he ſays, the Apoſtles uſed to conſecrate with ſolely : 
And the reft preſent us with other conſecration Prayers, beſides the 
Lord's Prayer, as Apoſtolical, - | i 
. Scbola- 
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©. Sebolaſticus, and not ta repeat alſo the Prayer itſelf, 
which our Redeemer compos d, and deliver'd over 
his Body and Blood. Who this Schalaſticus was, 
and when "he liv'd, we are not told. That he was 
| ge Peter is moſt evident from 
upon him to alter the Form aſeribꝰq to him 5. 


m his reporting, that the Apoſiter were wont 


2 
to conſecrate only with the Lord's Prayer. Wou'd Gra- 


gory have been ſofree with a reputed Apeftoliral Compo - 


Lion? Oy preſum'd to correct, and 1 upon, aCa- 
non:compes'd by an Apeſle? Tis commonly ſuppos d, 


that this Scholafticus lw'd about the cloſe of tte VIch 
Century. Whenever it was that he 
Prayer or Canon of his, as Bellarmin and others term 
it, it was at a time when the Lord's Prayer was not 
us'd in the Euchariftical Office where he liv's 5 and 
during that Period this Liturgy of the Conſtitutions, 
or — Luurgy, might be compi 
gives. a probable account of the Om: 
been ſo perplexing and diſturbing to ſome. 

2. This Biturgy, it muſt be „ is not idola- 
trous,. We don't find in it ſuch an Ap ; or 
Addrefs, to the Virgin Mary ;. ſuch: high extravagant. 
encomiums of our Lord's Mother; ſuch aw honour 
paid to the Interceſſion of Saints, as the other old 
Liturgies. are defiled with, In St Jamess Licurgy 
for inftance, the Virgin is addreſſed to after this man - 


that has 


ner. Hail, Mary, full of Grace, the Lord is witlr 


thee, Bleſſed art thou among Women, Cc. A.- 
San. Ihe is extoll'd by the Prief: with a loud Voice, 
as © our moſt holy, immaculate, ſuperlatively belle 

© and glorious Lady, Sr.“ The: . tod praiſe. 
her ſaying. It is meet that we truly magniſy 


< thee;. the ever bleſſed and immaculate Mother of 


< our God; who. art more honourable: than the 


Cberubim, and incomparably more glorious than 


« the Seraphim, &c. Thou, O full of Grace, art the 
1 . — the whole * — a Temple of Holi. 


« nc. 
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£ neſs; a ſpiritual Paradiſe, . Sc.“ with more ſuch 
blaſphemous ſtuff not fit to be re „but to ſec 
forth ſomewhat of the deformity of this old rhapſody 
of Forms. Somewhat of it is ferret, UNO; 1 
St MarF's, and the reſt. 

3. Beſides the Idolatry and Blaſphemies hinted / at, 
Py are ſome other fooleries and ſuperſtitions that 
the reſt contain in them, and this is clear of. For 
here is, no ! calling on the people to turn eaſt ward ; 
no * ſigning the gifts or the ſacred Elements, with 
the Sign of the Croſs ;* no © dipping of the con- 
« ſecrated Bread into the Chalice of ' conſecrated 
Wine ' no © giving of the conſecrated Elements to- 
« gether in a ſpoon ;* no © offering of Incenſe to God,” 
bor covering the gifts with it,” or © ſprinkling it on 
the people ; with ſeveral other apiſh tricks and 
ridiculous geſtures, rites, forms, inſerted in the other 
Liturgies abovementioned. 
9+ Since it is certain that the Eaftward Adoration 
began «pas Chriſtians about the cloſe of the IId 
2 the greateſt ſtricklers for this Clementine 
2 that it was not put into writing before 
= 1 th Century, or the End of the IIId, from 
8 is it that there is — „ it of Prayings 
or bas Hus towards the Ea 
this manner of praying was brought i in, 
a a miſtake, very early, and obtain'd generally 
for ſome ages, being pleaded for by many as a 
laudable Apoſtolical 2 z it ſeems to me very 
probable, that it began to grow out of repute in the 
Roman Church before the eloſe of the Vth C 3 
and ſome time after that this bundle of Forms might 
be put together. What inclines me to think, that 
this moſt antient, and catholick, ſuperſtition became 
neglected at Rame ſome time in the Vth Century, is 
the zealous rational oppoſition made ta it by Leo 
Aaguas, who was Diop of Rems about the middle of 
ay "ay * Leo obſerving the miſchievous 
tendency 
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tendency, and effects, of Chriſtians worſhipping 
towards the Eaſt, did what he cou*d to diſſuade them 
from it. He both preach'd, and publiſh'd a Decree 
againſt it; as tending, to promote /dolatry, and as 


taking its riſe, partly from ignotance, and partly 


from a ſpirit of Paganiſm. To this purpoſe, we 
find him arguing in a Sermon preach'd on Chriſimas- 
day, yet. extant. This zeal, of ſo eminent a Pre- 
late, might ſoon bring praying, and bowing, eaſt- 
ward into diſrepute, and; neglect ; and that might 
be the occaſion of our finding nothing of it in this 
pretended Apoſtolical Liturgy. It is indeed men- 
tion'd, and pleaded for, in another Part of the P/eudo- 
Apoſtolical Conſtilutionsb. Whoever was the author of 
that part, he argues for this fooliſh rite from the ſitua- 
tion of Paradiſe eaſt ward, and a corrupt tranſlation 
of Pſalm lxviii. 33. which we render, agreeably to 


the original, To him who rideth upon the Heavens of 


Heavens which were of old: But the Septuagint Tranſla- 
tion ſtands thus, Sing ye Praiſes to God who aſcend- 
ed into the Heaven of Heaven in the Eaſt. How that 
can be reconcil'd with ver. 4. of the ſame Pſalm, 
which in that tranſlation. repreſents God, as aſcend- 
ing in the Vet, I enquire not. If, ver. 33. is 
good argument for looking eaſtward in Prayer; 
this fourth verſe, is as good a proof of the "neceſſity 
of a weſtward. adoration., But bungling . [mpeſtors 
are not always on their guard, and oft betray them- 
ſelves by their palpable. ſelf · contradictions.— As 
to theſe pretended Apoſtolical Conſtitutions ;, there are, 
it muſt be granted, ſeveral. good things in them. 
They preſent us with ſome expreſs teſtimonies to 
the ſacred Trinity i, and other important truths, But 
b Suupwlas ards]cs efaracas]es, xai r avalonas 
xaTavonoav]es — pos eFH Fuca! Tw , emiCeBnxile wwe 
Tov pavov Te vpars, xe] avalonas, Wc. Lib. II. Chap. Ivii. 

i Chriſt is call'd, '* God the Word.” — Our Saviour, King 
© and God, Lib. II. Chap. xxv. and elſewhere. They are, 
however, commonly charg'd with Arianiſin ; and there are Arian- 


i, like Paſſages in them. 8 
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taking them as a collection pretending to primitive 


Antiquity, and Apoſtolical Authority, they are a vile 
deteſtable forgery; and are almoſt uhiverſally re- 


The truth is, they are not better thought of, by 
judicious ſcholars, or ſound critics, of any party. 
There are a great many ſilly corrupt interpretations of 
Seripture, ridiculous ſuperſtitions, and intolerable 
fooleries, in them. Tho', therefore, they are plead- 
ed for by ſuch a whimſical, ſuperſtitious, enthuſiaſtick 
Gentleman as Mr V. they are generally deſpis'd by 
others: And indeed, they are not, in every particu- 
lar, practically regarded by him k. — When, and by 
whom, they were put together, who can tell? Per- 
haps, not all at once, or at times nearly diſtant. The 
Liturgy Part, as we now have it, Book VIII. Chap. xii. 
is, if I miſtake not, as modern, as the VIIth Century. 
What a variety of ſentiments is there about the An- 
tiquity of this old bundle of ſuperſtitions and forms! 
*T's, for the main part of it, as old as the Apoſtles, 
or Clement*s time, ſays Mr Vbiſton. It was committed 
to writing, not till the end of the IIId Century; 


and, then, not by any perſon of authority, ſays the 
high-flying Dr Breit. Not till after Ba/Ps time, or 


about the cloſe of the IVth Century, ſay ſome others; 


not till after the end of that Century, or ſome part 


of the Vth, ſay others: The great Pearſon was of 
opinion, That the eight books of Conſtitutions, 
«-were patch'd together, after the times of  Epipha- 
© nius, from divers old Didaſcalies, and Diataxes, 


© chang'd and interpolated by certain Hereticks, | 


* If he does not wear a long beard, he tranſgreſſes that order. 
Xen os us yeveis Tf a Sag dtniui— Our anapalapeca]s 
yep, e Your, Tos ToYywraes vuor: Tilo yap yuvaitiy 
SuTpeTes 0 Kids tromncs $225, avSpant e avaportor eS1- 
xe&i@0s. Where, in proof of the ſinfulneſs of men's ſhaving their 
beards, Lewit. xix. 27. ſeems to be pointed at. And hereto is 
added” a terrible curſe on every one who tranſgreſſes this, with 
the" other rales laid down, Lib. I. Chap: 3. * 


I 


garded as ſuch, by learned Romaniſts and Proteſtants. 
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* who knew not how to ſpend their hours better.” 
To which, I venture to add, by whomſoever the 
Liturgy Part was patch'd together, it was not till 
about, or not long before, Gregory the Grea!'s time. 
We have indeed no clear evidence of it, as prior to 
his time; it being probably unknown to bin, as 
was hinted before. Neither did he know any thing 
either of St Peter's Liturgy (which is a meer Hotch- 
Polch, collected partly from that aſcrib'd to Chryſoſtom, 
and partly from the Reman Miſſal) or of St Matthew's 
or St James's, or St Mark's, or any other of the 
pretended Apoſtolical Liturgies; or of thoſe aſerib'd to 
Baſil, Chryſoftom, Ambreſe, Ferom. The Gregory, 
whom I am ſpeaking of, was a perfect ſtranger. to 
all theſe ſpurious compoſitions z which, therefore, 
were probably written, every one of them, after his 
time, by ſome crafty deſigning knaves or other ; 
for they cou'd be no better; let ignorant, or pre- 
judic'd, or ſuperſtitious conceited Apologiſts, ſay what 
they will, in ſupport of the antiquity, or venerable- 
neſs, of ſuch notorious impoſitions z which, were 
they much anticnter, and worthier of regard, than 
any can prove them to be, are, after all, far from 
being compleat Liturgies, in the modern ſenſe of the 
word: For they are little more than Communion Offices: . 
They preſent us with ſcarce any Forms for the ad- 
miniſtring of Baptiſm; no Matrimonial, or Confirma-. 
tion, or Burial Office, This any one, upon a curſory. 
inſpection of them, will eaſily obſerve. . The Cle- 
mentine, in particu'ar, at the beginning of it, takes 
notice of the former Prayer; but inſerts the contents 
of it in a directory Form only. Of St Fames's, there 
are different copies, of which one contains Prayers 
wanting in the others: The ſame is true as toStMark's. 
— Thoſe publiſh'd by Euſebius Renaudotins from 
the Hriack; are conſiderably different rem others 
originally written in Greek, Now of thele fo different 
copies Which are we to prefer? Thoſe tranllated yo 7 
| | | rae 


/ 
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the Syriack, or thoſe from the Greek original? 1 
anſwer. They are all worſe than childiſh toys; and no 
. MW underſtanding Chriſtian will regard either one, or the 
other. To the law, and to the teſtimony :* Sc. It 
g ſett Forms of Prayer are what the word of CHR 1sT 
; 


directs to, or are eſtabliſhed by the Law of the Kingot 
Kings; let none diſdain them, or treat them with 
; neglect ; but let them be ſeriouſly, and conſcientiouſly, 
; attended on, and made uſe of, by all; care being 
] taken, however, to compoſe them as much as may 
| be, in Scripture: language, and to fill them with 
genuine Scripture ſentiments. But the truth is, Forms 
of this kind are foreign to both the Old and the New 
Teſtament ; as has been, I think, ſufficiently prov'd. 


Prop. IV. Such Forms, as we now enquire after, 
are leſs antient, than a formal uſe of the Lord's Prayer. 
For writers of the three firſt Centuries are ſilent 
about them; as has been prov'd by ſeveral, particu- 
larly the learned Mr Clarkſon, whoſe elaborate col- 
lections being incapable of making any conſiderable 
additions to, I content myſelf with referring to him, 
and occaſionally to ſome others ; and only offer a few 
ſhort hints, upon this fourth Propoſition, which co- 
incides with the beginning of the unanſwerable diſ- 
courſe of Mr Clarkſon. _. 

Clemeni's Epiſtle to the Corinthians, oft uſcs the 
word Liturgy, But every ſcholar muſt know, hat 
is no proof of ſett Forms of Prayer; ſince the word 
mention'd is very differently apply*d ; as has been 
already noted in part, and has been more fully prov'd 
by ſeveral others l. — In Hermas's time, Goſpel 
Miniſters ſpake, in publick Prayer, as the Spirit of 
God directed ; and agreeably to the will of God: 


| See Clarkſon, pag. 155, Sc. and a nameleſs tract aſcrib'd to 
Dr Collins, entitled, The vindication of Liturgies by Dr Falk- 
t ner, prov d no vindication.* pag. 214, 215, Ce. 
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To which purpoſe, he moſt plainly ſpeaks, Lib. II. 
Mandat. 12. S. 1. — The pretended Ignatius ſays, 
When you meet together, Let there be one Prayer, 
© one Supplication, one Mind, one Hope, c. Agree- 
ably to which, Clement of Alexandria has theſe words. 
p The afſembly of them who are employ'd in Prayer 
have, as it were, one common voice, and one mind :*. 
Which paſſage, with the former, has been inſiſted 
on, as favourable to ſett Forms of publick Prayer: 
But how impertinently If a Miniſter is the mouth of a 
congregation to God, and heir hearts unite with the 
words of his Prayer; in that caſe, there is one Prayer, 
uy Supplication : How numerous ſoever the aſſembly 
z they, as.it were, have one voice and one mind; 
—_— tho? the Prayer offcr'd up is the produce of the 
| ſpeaker's proper abilities; which was undoubtedly 
the caſe, throughout the three firſt Centuries : For, 
Tuſtin Martyr, ſpeaks of the Paſtor or Preſident in 
each Chriſtian aſſembly, as a different perſon from 
the reader, and as ſolcly ſpeaking in publick Prayer, 
and as offering up prayers and thankſgivings, accord- 
ing to his abilities m. His praying, then, cou'd not 
conſiſt in the reading, or recital, of Forms, unto the 
doing of which no ſpiritual gifts are requiſite, and the 
loweſt degree of learning, with the common gift of 
memory, is ſufficient. Again, Tertullian, in his 
account of the Chriſtian worſhip, ſays three things 
remarkably to our purpoſe., (1.) Reading was one part 
of it; and as diſtin&t from praying, as from preaching. 
(2.) The manner of Chriſtians, then, was, to pray look - 
ing up towards Heaven; not with their eyes fixed 
downward on a book, as our modern Liturgiſts uſually | 
do. (3.) They pray'd, without a monitor, becauſe from 
the beart. Butcan a man, who reads, of rehearles, a 
preſcribed form, be, with any propriety, faid to 
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pray thus ? Is not the book, which he makes uſe of, 
the monitor, or director of ſuch an one? Or, if he 
diſda ins to read his prayers, and repeats them without 
book, he may be ſaid to pray de memoria, from his 
memory, not de peztore, from his heart, or out of 
the abundance of his own heart. See Clarkſon, p. 
122, 123, Sc. where, he learnedly ſhews, how Ter- 
tullian oppoſes the Chriſtian manner of praying ta 
that of the Heathen, who, on ſome occaſions, read 
prayers out of a book: This was the manner of the 
old Perfians, Greeks, and Romans, long before it's, 
being introduced among the worſhippers of the true 
God. Tertullian, and Cyprien, point at, and ex- 
plain the Lord's Prayer as a form, of divine inſtitu- 
tion; but plainly enough intimate this to be the only 
ſett form of prayer then in uſe; at leaſt they take 
not the leaſt notice of any other. The former, ha- 
ving magnified this Prayer, as being an Epitome of 
the whole ſcripture, and a Compend of religion, he 
adds, This is not to be wondred at, God alone 

© cou'd teach how he would be pray'd unto b.“ 1. e. 
either, None but a God cou'd comprehend fo 
much matter in ſonarrow a compaſs of words.“ Or, 
God only cou'd authoritatively preſcribe ſuch a Form 
of praying.“ Cyprian, 'tis granted, ſpeaks of apublick 
and common Prayer, but means thereby, not what is 
now call'd a Common Prayer Book, or any thing elſe 
than the Lord's Prayer itſelf. Again. He ſpeaks of the 
Prieſts preparing the minds of the people for publick 

rayer, by ſaying, Lift up your hearts, and their an- 
ig We lift them up ta the Lord. But theſe were not 
forms of prayer.—In Origen's time, and, indeed, 
throughout the three firſt Centuries, the Chriſtian 
manner of praying was, not only with hands ſtretch- 
ed out, and heads lifted up, but eyes ſbut v; which 
1 Quid mirum ? Devs ſolus docere potuit, ut ſe vellet orari. 
AS | | | | 
7 De Qretione. ſekt. ix. & font. Celſum. I. vil. P. 362. 
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old praying poſture is, now a days, derided by many 
profane zealots for human forms, and unavoidably 
diſus'd by our Readers of precompos'd prayers. 
Reading, indeed, was a part of the publick worſhip 
of Chriſtians, in the ſecond and third Centuries. But 
what was that Reading? In Fuſtin Martyr's time 
they read, in their publick aſſemblies, neither the 
Apocryphal Scriptures, nor appointed forms of pray- 
er, but the Old and New Teſtament only. After- 
wards, it became uſual with them, to read ſome 
other eccleſiaſtical books : But the reading of writ- 
ten Prayers, or performing of prayer with the uſe of 
ſuch forms, is never ſo much as once hinted at. We 
are told, indeed, of ſeveral in the ſecond and third 
Centuries, as compoſers of Pſalms and Hymns, to 
be made uſe of in publick worſhip, as well as pri- 
vately; but no creditable accounts are given, of ſa 
much as one compoſer of Prayers, properly fo call'd. 
For the Liturgy, aſcribed to Gregory of Neo. Cæſarea, 
is but a dream, That great man, if ſome don't lie, 
or too haſtily aſſert, compiPd a Liturgy of Prayers 
for the Churches of Cappadocia. But, this is not the- 
only falſhood, or ridiculous ſtory ; reported of that 
venerable Biſhop. Tis juſt as true as that a certain 
orthodox Creed was delivered to him from Heaven, 
by the hands of the Virgin Mary, and the Apoſtle 
Jobn. If ſome, who catch at any thing favourable 
to their cauſe, do really hearken to that ſtory ; *cis, 
nevertheleſs, as filly and ridiculaus as almoſt any old 
wive's fable whatever. And, little better is the ſup- 
pofition of his being the author of, what we now 
call, a Liturgy : The only foundation of it being a 
a paſſage ſtupidly miſtaken in an old treatiſe, unjuſt- 

ly father'd on the great Baſil, who lived not in Gre- 
_ gory's time, but an hundred years after 4. So much 


q See Pierce's Vindication of Diſſenters, p. 3. c. vi. 
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for the fagrib Propoſition. ;, in regard to which, more 
may be feen elſe where ö | 

Propoſal V. Preſcribed ſett Forms of publick prayer, 
are leſs anizent, than the free and voluntary uſe of ſome 
Forms, by. Miniſters of the ignoranter ſort, at the cloſe 
of the fourth, and be-ginning of the 5th Century. This 
1s evident. L2G 2m! 3371 | 

I. From a: canon of two famous African Coun- 
cils f. Let none in prayer name either the Father for 
the Son, or the Son for the Father ; and when they ſtand 
at the Altar, their prayer ſbould be directed always to 
the Father ; and whatever prayers any one writes out 
for himpelf, let him not uſe them, till be has firſt conſult- 
ed about them, his more intelligent brethren. The pray- 
ers here pointed at, were publick church Prayers. 
The 2d Article of the Canon, relates ſolely to the 
Eucbariſtical, or Lord's Supper, Prayers; the prin- 
cipal of which were two; a Catbolick, or general 
one, for all ſorts of people, and a Prayer for conſe- 
crating the ſacred Elements : The order of which 
was not always, and in different places, the ſame : 
And neither of them was a fett Form, as is diſtinctly 
and invincibly prov'd by Mr Clarkſon,. at p. 62, Cc. 
p. 68, Sc. The perſons whom this Canon directed 
were, evidently, the weaker, and leſs qualified of 
Miniſters. Theſe are not tied down to any ſettled 
eſtabliſh'd Forms: But in caſe of their being obliged 
to write out prayers beforehand, are directed to con- 
ſult ſome of their learneder brethren thereupon. 
And, if the lawfulneſs, or expediency, of ordina- 
rily employing ſuch weak inſufficient Miniſters cou'd 
not be eaſily diſprov'd, what Proteſtant Diſſenter 
could find in his heart, to proteſt againſt ſuch pru- 
dent ſuitable Directions as are here given! 


© In Clark/on, Pierce, Collins againſt Fallner, and others. 
1 Council at Hippo, and the third of Carthage. Sec Clark: 
fon, 47. | | G9: 
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11. The fame we learn from Auguſtin 3 who tells 
| us two things remarkable, as to the publick prayers 
of his time. (1.) There were even  Biſbops, who 
could not pray without notorious improprieties of 
on; and yet muſt not be laugh'd at, and had 
not invariable forms of praying dictated to them. 
For, giving directions as to the inſtructions of Ca- 
techumens; he ſays.” © Let them know, that not words 
ſo much as the affection of the mind, reaches the 
« eats'of God; that they may not laugh or ſneer, 
when they obſerve Prelates, and other Miniſters of 
the Church, call upon God, not without Barba- 
< -riſms, and Soleciſms t.“ Were theſe eccleſiaſticks 
tied down to ſert Forms ?---Lamentable, indeed, 
was the {ben-ſtate of the Church. While moſt ec- 
elefiaſticks were | openly wicked, or intemperately 
zealous about trifles, or furious Logomachiſts; ma- 
ny were notably weak: But if perſons of this laſt 
character appeared to be ſincere, they muſt not be 
ſneer'd at for improprieties of language in prayer, 
ſaid the very ſerious· ſpirĩted, candid, Auguſtin; who, 
elſe where ?, points out two ſorts of miniſters; ſuch 
as were wicked, mali, and ſuch as were well meaning, 
Joni, but weak and illiterate; who, when they ad- 
miniſtred Baptiſm, particularly, made uſe of hetero- 
dox expreſſions, thro? the defe&iveneſs of their judg- 
ments, per imperitiam: They met with prayers com- 
pos'd not only by unſkilful babblers, but by Here- 
ticks alſo; and not being able to diſcern the heterodoxy 
of them, they us'd them for honeſt good prayers w: 


t Noverint, etiam non eſſe vocem ad aures Dei, niſi animi 
affectum; ita enim non irridebunt, fi aliquos arias & mi- 
niſtros Eecleſiæ, forte animadverterint; cum vel fole- 
ciſmis Deum invocare. De Catecbix. rudibus. C. ix. | 

„De Bapt. contra Donatiſtas. L. vi. C. 25. 

v Multi quippe irruunt in preces, non ſolum ab i renne le lo- 
quacibus, ſed etiam ab Hzreticis compoſitas, & per ige 
ſimplicitatem, non eas valentes diſcernere, ntuntur'els, arbitt tes 
__ bonæ lint. Bid. See Clarkſon, p. 46, Oc. 


* 
— 


oY - of Human Compoſition, cc. 73 
In which paſſages of Auguſtin, with the Canon afore- 
quoted, mention is, indeed, made of writien publiſhed 
prayers; But of what kind were theſe Forms ? Not 
ſuch as we are endeavouring to trace out the antiqui- 
ty, and original, of; but directory Forms, publiſhed 
by ſome, and voluntarily made uſe of by others. By 
what manner of. perſons were theſe Forms compos'd, 
and publiſh'd ? By -unſkilful bablers, or downright 
Hereticks? By whom were their bungling, or erro- 
neous, compoſitions, made uſe of? Not by the abler 
ſort of miniſters z but by certain weak unfurniſhed 
paſtors, who, as they were not knowing enough to 
diſcern truth and propriety, from error and nonſenſe 
ſo they ated very inconſiderately, in too haſtily tak- 
ing up with ſuch mean, or pernicious, compoſitions, 
Now what was to be done in this caſe ? Had they 
been depoſed from the ſacred miniſtry, or had their 
learneder brethren endeavour'd to convince them of 
the abſurdity, and ſinfulneſs, of ſuch as ey were 
taking upon them ſo important a ſervice, which their 
intellectual and ſpiritual abilities were ſo greatly un- 
equal to, where would have been the injuſtice of it? 
But this was not attempted, The blindneſs, and 
growing iniquity, of the times, would ſcarcely admit 
of ſo rational, and ſcriptural, a procedure : But, for 
the decent, reputable performing of publick prayer, 
it was thought ſufficient to bind ſuch as were deſtitute 
of proper praying abilities, to uſe no compoſitions of 
their own, or others, without taking the advice, and 
direction, of their more qualified brethren, This 
was the utmoſt reſtraint laid, even on the leaſt quali- 
fied, in Auguſtin's time, —Bur, antecedently to this, did 
not Bafil, Cbryſaſtom; Ambroſe, Ferom, (not now to 
ſpeak of Neftorinus, and Severus) compoſe each of 
them a Lzturgy ? Some ſay they did: And there are 
yet extant chree Communion Offices, (beſides the 
pretended ones of Neſtorius and Severus) two father'd 
on the great Ba, and 8 on Cbryſaſtom. * as 
. I. their 


\ 
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their fondeſt admirers acknowledge each of them to 
be conſiderably interpolated, and many of the learn- 


ed condemn them as altogether ſpuriousz ſo I fear 


not to affert, that there is not the leaſt evidence of 
any one of the four worthies mention'd, being the 
compoſer, or framer, af what we now call a Liturgy. 
Bojil, in particular, was not: For he ſomewhere 
declares, that * no one holy perſon had left on re- 
cord, or committed to writting, a Prayer for con- 
« ſecrating the ſacred elements.? And, the practice 
of carefully concealing the concerns of the two Sa- 
craments from all non-partakers, that had obtain'd 
long before his time, he entirely approv'd of *: From 
whence it follows. (1.) That he had no knowledge 
of any ſuch Liturgies, or Communion Offices, as are 
yet extant under the names of St Fames, St Mart, 
Se. (2.) That, he was as much a ftranger * 
Clementine. (3.) That, according to Bal, ( 

flouriſhed about the cloſe of the fourth Century) the 
moſt ſolemn ordinance of the Lord's Supper was, 
and always had been, adminiſtred, with free Prayer, 
or without et Forms at leaſt; it being reaſonably 
pre ſum'd, that if the Conſecration Prayer was not a 
Form of that kind, neither was any other ſo. And, 
if the Lord's Supper was adminiſtred without ſett 
Forms, Baptiſm was likewiſe z and if both Sacra- 
ments, other joint publick praying. (4.) That, 
neither of the Liturgies aſcrib'd to him was really 
his: Since each contain'd ſuch a conſerrating Prayer, 


as he proteſted againſt the publication, or writing of. 
By whom, then, and when, thoſe old muſty Com- 


union Offices were patch*d"together, it matters not. 


They were not the great BafiPs : The times of their 


compoſition were rather more ſuperſtitious than bis ; 
tho', while be, with Chry/oſtom, Sc. were living, 
ignorance, error, ſuperſtition, were getting ground 
| n See, Clarkſon, pag. 73, 37. _ 
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of Human Compoſition, &c. 75 
z upon which Forms of Prayer became more 
and more needful, like crutches for one who is lame, 
or ſupporters for a child that can't walk alone. How- 
ever, the uſe of them in publick miniſtrations did 
not become general al at once, but by degrees. . 
For, 


Prop. VI. The Forms ſpoken of, are little older than 
compleat Popery. — Auguſtin's time, was a ſtranger 
to them, as we have heard, — Neither 1s there any 
clear, or tolerable, evidence of a conſecrating Form 
of Prayer, prior to Gregory the Great*s time, or there- 
abouts. Gregory ſtrove to eſtabliſh, and impoſe, 
Forms; but they could not generally prevail, till 
a conſiderable time after ; when learning of all kinds, 
and piety, being almoſt quite overwhelm*d under 
an huge. monſtrous heap of errors, traditions, ſu- 
perſtitions, idolatries, the ſtate -of the Church was, 
to the laſt degree, deplorable ; and what. obtain'd, 
or prevail*d, in ſuch dark degenerate wretched times, 
2 Proteſtants will pay no regard to. But, 

Tea poſition, I chuſe not to enlarge on at preſent. 
I only add, that the Canons of a Council at Toledo, in 
the end Century, render it indiſputably plain, to 
impartial enquirers, that even then, as well as in fore- 
going times, the publick worſhip was not fetter'd 
with preſcrib'd, impos'd Forms. This, I had thoughts 
of inſiſting on; but finding it obſerv'd by Mr Clark- 
fon) who alſo has preſented us with a moſt lament- 
able, but juſt, reprefentation of the growing ignor- 
ance and degeneracy of the 5th, 6th, and following 
Centuries, as what made way for compleat Popery, 
and the general eſtabliſhment of preſcrib'd, Impos'd 
Forms of publick Prayer v. | 
I now gather from the premiſes, what difference 
there is, in point of antiquity, original, and impor- 


1 85 cure, pag, 16, 17, 83—181, Oe. 
K 2  fance, 
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inſtances of it: And the Scripture aſſures us of it's 


tance, between free Prayer, voluntary Forms, and 
ſuch precompos'd ſett Forms as many contend for. 


1. Free Prayer is as antient, as Religion itſelf. 
The oldeſt of all hiſtories preſent us with numerous 


having been, all along, practis'd by the worſhip- 
ping ſervants of God. — By whom, and when, vo- 
untary Forms were firſt us'd, who can ſay ? We have 
diſcover'd them at the beginning of the fifth Chriſtian 
Century, or the cloſe of the fourth, and really can 
trace them no higher. — Precompos*d ſeit Eorms, 
were unknown to, the Patriarchal Church ; the an- 


tient Fews, while God's People; the primitive 


Chriſtians ; the four firſt Centuries 3 during which 
we can diſcover no one Form of this kind, beſides the 
Lord's Prayer; and the uſe of that, as a Form, 
there is no evidence of prior to Montaniſin, or the 
beginning of the third Century, Neither did it be- 
come general till long after. Indeed, when the 
publick uſe of it, and the uſe of it in the Eucbhariſti- 
cal Service, firſt took place, are queſtions which 
they, who have thoroughly conſider'd the ſubject, 


will find it extremely difficult, if poſſible, to return 


a clear, ſatisfactory, anſwer to. Perhaps, the uſe 
of it in the Euchariſtical Service, did not commence, 
till after the third, and did not become general till 


after the beginning of the ſeventh Century, or Gre- 


gory the Grea!'s time. But whenever the publick uſe 


of the Lord's Prayer did firſt obtain; not till ſome 
ages after Auguſtin's time was there, among Chriſtians, 


any thing like what is now call'd a Liturgy z or any. 
publick Forms, except thoſe of the directory kind. 
But as the ſpirit of Grace and Prayer gradually de- 
clin'd among Chriſtians, Forms of Prayer, became 


more and more us'd; and admir'd. — Some of our 


learned antagoniſts, as Dr Brett, Sc. allow, that 
the old Liturgies were nothing more than directory 


Tt. 


2. 


— 


Forms. If ſo, tis reaſonably preſum?d; that the 
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times of their compoſition were little, or not at all, 
acquainted with ſuch Forms as we are now treating 
of. And, there is no evidence of any of them, ex- 
cept the Clementine, if of tbat, till after Gregory the 
Grtai's time; about which time, or ſomewhat after, 
a Council at Toledo appointed the giving of a book 
of Offices, Libellus officialis, to ordained Preſbyrers, 
which was, evidently, nothing more than a directory, 
of the ſame kind, with that of the aſſembly of Di- 
vines, at Weſtminſter. : «They 
2. The original uſe of free Prayer muſt have been 
among God's own ſervants and worſhippers : But, ſo 
far as is diſcernable by us, Forms of Prayer, and 
reading them out of books, began among idolaters. 
The Heathen were not only the firſt eaſtward wor ſnip- 
pers, and the firſt who pray'd for the dead, but the 
firſt who read precompos'd written Prayers, in their 
publick worſhip : In which they were follow'd, 
neither by the antient Fews, nor by the -primi- 
tive Chriſtians, nor by Chriſtians of the three firſt | 
Centuries (Ter/ullian, in particular, proteſts againſt it) 
but by a degenerate ſort of profeſſors, long after; 
among whom a-fondneſs for Forms, of This kind, 
took it's riſe from, and was promotQ By, What? 
Ignorance, a want of the gift of Prayer, and a grow- 
ing ſpirit of ſuperſtition, - What baſe born things, 
then, are the Forms in queſtion. — Some, however, 
have not only derided conceiv'd, free, Prayer, and 
that under the character of ſpiritual Prayer, but for 
diſgracing it have pretended it to be firſt brought 
in by Feſuiis. So Dr Scott, Sc. have inſinuated, 
ignorantly, and maliciouſly enough. But the ſtory 
trump'd up by theſe perſons (for vilifying what 
many thouſands have bleſsꝰd God for, and have practis'd 
and attended upon with ſaving advantage) in regard 
to one faithful Cummin, a Dominican Friar in Queen 
Elizabeth's time, and one Thomas Heath, a Jeſuit, 
is ſo elaborately examin'd, and ſolidly confuted, . 


* 
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the anfwer 1 Dr Scott Caſes about Forms of Prayer, 
pag. 3, 4. &c. that whoever has read that anſwer, 
and continues to inſiſt on it, muſt be blind, or, im- 


pudent with a witneſs. And, whereas, no leſs a 
man than Sling fle 


et ſo far demean'd himſelf as to 


in the, Modeſt and peaceable enquiry, into the defign, 
and nature of thoſe biſtorical miſtakes, that are found 
in Dr Stillingfleet's preface 10 bis Unrtaſonablemeſs of 
Separation, pag. 7, 8, 9. Where tis prow'd, (I.) 
That the Feſuits were not the firſt inventers, or 
+ bringers in, of ſpiritual Prayer, which has been 
* awn'd, acknowledg*d, and privately, at leaſt, prac- 
< tis'd, ever ſince the Apa is days. I add, and ever 

« fince Adam's days. (2.) That * 74 ſuits ever have, 
and do zealouſly oppole the uſe of free Prayer. (3) 
| * That wherein Jeſuits, and Deſſenters agree 44 
< this, it is in no other reſpects than wherein the 
« univerſal Church agrees with them. (4.) That 
« wherein the Diſſenters, and the Door differ, about 
* ſpiritual Prayer, the Doctor cloſes with the Jeſuiis; 
our difference, if any, being about the publick uſe 
of free Prayer, which the Jeſuits are againſt, See, 
© theſe four things made good in the book afore- 
© mention'd.? 

. Free Prayer, let who will deſpiſe, or neglect 

it, is a gift of very great importance, and extreme uſe- 
Fulneſs : *Tis an attainment, comparatively to which 


the practice of reading Forms is but a childiſh a- 


muſement, and the largeſt ſtock of human literature 
a mean contemptible qualification. Yet, tis what 


may be perform'd in ſome meaſure on every occaſion. 


The blind, the deaf, the "illiterate who are unable 
to read, the bedrid, 22 may pour out their hearts 
before God, and pray both ſuitably, and acceptably, 
if not inſenſible of their ſins and ſpiritual wants, and 


if impreſs'd with a ſerious habitual thoughtfulneſs 
and concern about their ſpiritual intereſts, and over- 


* 


lick up that venom, he was ſufficiently replied to 
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rr 3 as all God's 22 (the moſt illi 
terate a is' d among t not excepted 
doubtedly — Daniel, when in the Lion's Den, 
cou*d lift up his ſoul to God. So cou'd Jonah in the 
Whale's belly; and Saul, while without light, during 
the three days immediately conſequent on his conver- 
fion. The youngeſt, weakeſt, of ſincere con- 
verts, are by an affecting ſenſe of fin, their ſpiritual 
wants, and the mercies of God, directed and en- 
courag' d to pray. Whereas, if proper praying abi- 
lities are wanting, muſt not ſuitable addreſſes be 
omitted, in many ſuppoſable caſes ? — But, 
Are not Forms needful for young converts, or no- 
vices in Religion, or the more raw and unexperienc'd 
of Profeſſors and Miniſters? . 
1. Even Heathen, and the blindeſt of Heathen, 
too, have been brought to a good fenſe of religion, 
and ſufficiently inſtructed for compleat Church-fellow- 
ſhip, according to the ſtricteſt diſcipline, - without 
the compoſition, or uſe, of Forms of prayer. Dr 
C. Mather, giving an account of the Indians con- 
verted by Mr Elios labours, and the worſhip at- 
tended in their aſſemblies, ſays. The very name 
of Praying Indians will aſſure us, that prayer is 
one of their devotions, —But how do they pray? 
< without a Form, becauſe from the beart.— It is evi- 
« dent, that the primitive Chriſtians had no ſtated 
_ © Liturgies among them; that no forms of prayers 
« were, in their times, impoſed on Miniſters of the 


< Goſpel; that even about the platform of prayer 


of Human Compoſition, &c. 7 


un- 


given us by our Lord, it was the opinion of Auſtin 


_ © himfelf, notwithſtanding the advances made in his 
age towards what we count ſuperſtition, that our Lord 
taught therein not what words we ſhould uſe in 
© prayer, but what things we ſhould pray for-: 


And whatever ſcoffs the profanity. of our days, 


» See Clarkſon, on Liturgies, p. 3, 4. and the Treariſe on rhe 
Lord's Prayer. p. 44. 7 A 
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bas abuſed that pliraſe and thing withal, Gregory 
< Nazianzen*, in his days, counted it the henennof 
his Father's publick prayers, that he had them 
from, and made them by, the Holy Spirit. Our 
Indians, accordingly, find that if they ſtudy the 
word of God; and their own ſins and wants, they 
© ſhall ſoon come to that attainment, Bebold they 
pray. They can pray with much pertinence and 
enlargement: and would much wonder at it, if 
© they ſhould hear of an Engliſh Clergy. that read 
their prayers out of a book, when they ſhould 
< pouraut their ſouls before the God of Heaven, 

2. Many a child has been brought up for Chriſt, 
trained up to an early acquaintanre with the Scrip- 
ture, and itſelf, and taught to pray, without the uſe 
of forms. Nay, the praying of -a young child, 
taught of the Lord, as well as by man, has been 
affecting, and favingly beneficial, to much elder per- 
ſons : of which there is an inſtance in, Mather's 
1 New England, p. 232. 

. a few private Chriſtians have | wg par- 
8 2 for praying abilities. Of Mr 
Eliot's converted Indians we have already obſerv'd, 
that without the uſe of Forms, they cou'd * pray, 
© with much pertinence and enlargement :* And they 
had no apprehenſion of the neceſſity of precompos'd 
Forms ; as, perhaps, the generality of Chriſtians ne- 
ver would have had, if ignorance, lazineſs, and ſu- 
perſtition had not introduc'd and eftabliſh'd them.--- 
1 defire leave to annex a paſſage from Mr Giles Fir- 
min's Reply to Dr Stilling fieet, Sc. As for pri- 


2 See Clarkſon, ibid. p. 76, and the quotation from Ambroſe, | 


p. 60. Docet autem ſpiritus Chriſti-- orare diſcipulos ſuos, &c. 
< 'The ſpirit of Chriſt,---teaches his Diſciples to pray. And who, 
after Chriſt, could teach but his Spirit, whom he ſent that he 


© might teach and dire& our prayers. ---That the mind may be 


able to pray well, the ſpirit goes before, and leads it into the 


right way, Ce.“ —This, ſome, now ds wou 9 call Can 
and ys. | 
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oats Chriſtians, I know your Clergy look on 
them, as the Phariſees did on the Vulgar, 7obn,.. 
vii. 49. But, Sir, I know more of them than 


nown, well catechized, humble Chriſtians, ex- 
cellent in practical piety : They kept their ſta- 
tion, did not aſpire to be preachers, but for gifts 
of prayer few Clergy-men- muſt come near them. 
I profeſs, I fall ſhort of them. I have known 
ſome of them, who, when they kept their faſts, 
as they did often, divided the work of prayer. 


on with Petition for themſelves ; the third petition'd 
for Church and Kingdom ; the fourth, Thankſgiv- 
ing, &c. Every one kept to his own part, and 
did not meddle with another's. Such excellent 
matter, ſo compacted without - tautologies ! Each 
of them for a good time, about an hour, if not more, 
a-piece, to the wondring of thoſe who joined with 
them, —Here was no reading of Lilurgies: Theſe 
were old Jacobs ſons: They cou'd wreſtle and pre- 
vail with God ; and yet muſt be puniſh'd, if they 
came not to Church, and ſat not above an hour in 
the cold, to hear a Miniſter read that which their 

boys could do at home b: And bleſſed be God, that 
England, in this dark day, hath many thouſands 
of ſuch plain, but praying, Chriſtians, however de- 


« ſpis'd and puniſb d. So it was when Firmin wrote; 


ſince which the late glorious Revolution, by King 
William, has introduc'd a legal toleration, and the 
eſtabliſhment of the illuſtrious Family of Hanover, 


on the throne of theſe kingdoms ; under whom may g 


- 


2 Reading of Prayers, as *tis foreign to the Scripture, ſo tis | N 


leſs antient than the uſe of ſome ſett Forms.—Not to obſerve that 


in the VIth Century, ſome of their Bi/5ops were ſo illiterate, as to 


be unable to read; it was the manner af ſerious worſhippers then, 
and for apes after, to pray, with their eyes mut; as might be in- 


- Vincibly prov'd, if occaſion offers. 
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ou, or Dr Faltner. Plain mechanicks have 1 


The firſt began with Confeſton; the ſecond went 
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8 ATreatiſe on Forms of Prayer, &c, 
Religion and Liberty flouriſh, till time ſhall be no 
more,—After-all, tis not „that Forms of 
prayer are, in the nature of them, ſinful. DireFory 
Forms may be compos'd, and profitably made uſe of. 
And ſett Forms of human Compoſition, are conſiſtent 
with a Tpirit of ſincere fervent piety, if not reſted in; 
or adhered to with a contempt of ſpiritual Prayer; 
or ſet up in oppoſition to free Prayer altogether. But 
granting this, and without claiming the liberty of 
condemning any, who, in the integrity” of their 
hearts, think and practiſe differently from what ap- 
pears to us Truth and Duty; we deſire leave to proteſt 
againſt precompos'd ſett human Forms, as much le/5 
antient than a praying without them; as of 4 much 
more ignoble original; and as comparatively worthleſs. 
From which I might take occaſion to prove. (1.)T hat 
a confinement to Forms is abſolutely finful. (2.) That 
every true Chriſtian, nay every knowing profeſſor, 
(every one ſenſible of his fins, wants, and privileges) 
is more or leſs capable of praying without precom- 
. (3.) That none, be they epiſcopally or- 

ain'd, or otherwiſe, are duly qualified Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, if deſtitute of the gift of Prayer; or 
an ability to preſent to God pertinent ſuitable peti- 
tions, complaints, thankſgivings, confeſſions, c. 
for themſelves and others, on every occaſion. (4.) 
That this gift ought to be exercis'd not only in ſecret, 
and particular families, but in publick ; and the Bu- 
man Forms of Prayer, that are eſtabliſh'd in o | 
fition to, and excluſively of, free Prayer, the word 
of God, and a concern for our ſpiritual intereſts, o- 
blige us not, to attend upon; all which Propoſitions are 
fairly proveable, and eaſily deducible, from what has 
been offer'd. VE 
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